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Purpose of Sabbatical

I am currently enrolled in a blended distance-learning doctoral. program with the Graduate School of Computer and Information Sciences (GSCIS) within Nova Southeastern University (Ft. Lauderdale, FL). The purpose of taking sabbatical in Fall 2008 was to concentrate on research activities related to completing my dissertation in the Information Systems track within the GSCIS. Completing the doctoral is not a requirement for my appointment at FHSU (I already meet the terminal degree requirements of my Department) but I have included it as part of my continuing Faculty Development Plan.

My faculty development plan identifies a three staged approach for my Ph.D. work with the GSCIS: complete coursework, move to candidacy, and complete a dissertation. Prior to my fall 2008 sabbatical, I had completed the first two stages and obtained a dissertation advisor. 
The first step in the dissertation process with the GSCIS is to propose an idea for dissertation research, and through an iterative process of advisor review, develop the idea into a proposal.  My initial research concept was to explore the characteristics of technology clusters that may influence the diffusion of technological innovations. Rogers (2003) specifically identifies technology clusters as an area in need of further research. Rijnsoever and Castaldi (2007) developed a research instrument to identify whether a particular technology fits within a perceived technology cluster.  This is a topic of research that is of considerable interest to economic development leaders, businesses, and educators in the state and region. 
The purpose of my sabbatical was to develop a research plan through dissertation activities supervised by dissertation advisor to further investigate whether technology clusters play a measurable role in the diffusion of technological innovations that are perceived to be part of a technology cluster.
Sabbatical Activities
Sabbatical was granted to me for the fall 2008 semester and I developed a concept paper for submission to my advisor that proposed a research problem, general research goals and specific research questions. The concept paper also presented a brief review of prominent research literature in the area of technology clustering of innovations in support of the research problem area. My advisor required following very specific instructions in the development of the paper (right down to using specific sentence fragments to begin each specified section of the concept paper). I submitted the concept paper to my advisor for feedback and expected intense criticism as well as requests for extensive revisions. This is frightening for most advisees, but it does lead to better writing and better research. I have experienced my advisor’s detailed commentary before in coursework so I expected detailed and critical commentary. As expected, I received a long list of requested revisions. Some of the revision requests asked for further literature search (forward, backward, find the first instance, etc), detailed documentation of basic concepts, alignment of research goals and research questions with a revised problem statement and so on. Other requested revisions applied to writing style and mechanics as well as new areas of knowledge that I will need to pursue, such as human psychology and factor analysis. 
During the fall semester I was recruited to participate on Tenure and Promotion Committees. I served as Chair of the INT Department Tenure Committee. The committee reviewed three candidates submitting notebooks for their fourth year activities.  I also served on the INT Department Promotion Committee.

The remainder of my sabbatical for fall was spent working on revising my concept paper, developing a document of revisions, and investigating new areas of knowledge through literature, such as statistical analysis.
Result of Sabbatical Activities
During my sabbatical I was able to make progress on my research concept and work with my advisor on revising the research idea. With the assistance of my advisor I was able to identify areas for further study to be included in my research concept as well as identify inconsistencies between my proposed research questions, research goals and the problem area I am working in. I have been given permission to expand my concept and bring in additional literature review for my next submission. My research concept as presented needs substantial revision to meet my advisor’s satisfaction, but the problem area and research concepts are considered promising. This means I will be able to continue working on my concept area and further develop it into a proposal. An acceptable proposal leads to data collection, analysis and a conclusion to the dissertation. 
In January, 2009, I gave a presentation, “Innovation Clusters”, at the INT Department Scholarly Colloquium. In that presentation, I presented the problem area of my dissertation work and literature that defines the basis for my research questions. Specifically, the area that I am developing my dissertation in relates to the influence of related technologies on the adoption of each other. Many studies have been done to investigate the characteristics of innovations (diffusion of innovation studies) and such characteristics may be modified by our perceptions of how innovations may be related to each other. 
The dissertation work that I am doing has some side benefits. I have read numerous high quality research journal articles relating to the diffusion of innovations, the clustering of technologies, and our perceptions of innovation characteristics. I have gained a significant understanding of these concepts that I had not understood well before and the concepts found within these areas of study are directly applicable to the technology related concepts that I teach in my INT courses. They are also applicable to our perceptions of the technologies that we implement to manage our teaching and research at the university.  I am excited to incorporate recent research into my lectures and tie those research concepts to what students see in their daily lives. This will have a positive impact on my continued teaching and research activities.
I greatly appreciate the opportunity to take a sabbatical during the fall 2008 semester as it has afforded me the chance to dig into literature, identify my dissertation research area, to work with my advisor on clarifying the research questions and to allow me time to develop knowledge in new areas. I am excited to apply such learning to my courses and work toward finishing my dissertation.
