


NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS — 1978
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The new count at Garrison Dam produced a record number of new species for
the North Dakota Christmas season list. Two species, Thayer’s Gull and the
Black-legged Kittiwake were new all time state records. Other new species for
the season were Barrow’s Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Surf Scoter, Glaucous Gull,
Herring Gull and Ring-billed Gull, all seen at Garrison Dam. A Ruddy Duck and
Field Sparrows were seen by the three observers at Sullys Hill. A Hawk Owl at
Valley City during the count week was also new for the season but it was not
found on the count day.

Other new species for individual area lists were a Saw-whet Owl at Fargo-
Moorhead, and the Yellow-headed Blackbird, Rufous-sided Towhee and Harris’
Sparrow at Grand Forks. A Brown-headed Cowbird appeared at Des Lacs
National Wildlife Refuge for the first time at this season.

The appearance of 5 species of owls was unusual at Fargo-Moorhead. Three
additional species, the Varied Thrush, Townsend’s Solitaire and White-throated
Sparrow were also seen there during the count week but not on the day of the
count. Although not new to the season list, unusual species at Grand Forks in-
cluded the Merlin, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Brown Thrasher, Cardinal and
White-crowned Sparrow The Great Blue Heron and Saw- whet Owl at
Jamestown were among other unusual observations.

Many species were recorded in unusually high numbers in certain locations.
Among these was the American Robin at Medora, Bismarck-Mandan,
Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge and Jamestown. Mourning Doves were
reported from nearly all locations in the eastern half of the state with large num-
bers appearing at Grand Forks and Fargo-Moorhead, with 93 and 91 respectively.
and 63 at Jamestown. Mayville-Portland recorded 22 Mourning Doves on their
Christmas Count but reported that a week later a flock of 400 was found. Brown
Creepers were numerous at Jamestown and Fargo-Moorhead and Golden-
crowned Kinglets were unusually numerous for the species at Bismarck,
Jamestown and Fargo-Moorhead. American Goldfinches were seen in 8 areas and
were particularly common at Garrison Dam, Bismarck, Arrowwood National
Wildlife Refuge and Jamestown. Jamestown reported that for 15 of 40 species ob-
served the numbers were the highest in 18 years. Other species which were
found, possibly as a result of unusually mild fall weather, were the Harris” Spar-
row which appeared in 4 areas, the Song Sparrow in 4 areas and the White-
crowned Sparrow in 2 areas.

In contrast to the high numbers, the Bohemian waxwing, which is often quite
numerous, was seen at only 5 locations with a total of 89 birds. Common Redpolls
were very low in numbers with only 54 birds reported from a total of 5 locations
and Snow Buntings were very low except at Grand Forks and Fargo-Moorhead.
Evening Grosbeaks were seen only at Sullys Hill where 5 birds were recorded.

18



