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On 18 July 1978, a flightless young White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) was 
captured and photographed at Long Lake Nat ional Wildlife Refuge in southeastern 
Burleigh County , North Dakota . The young ibis was one of several seen run ning 
among matt ed down emergent bulrushes (Scirpus sp .). The ibis were found in the 
emergents about 700 m from shore and 35 m in from the cent ral water area, in a 
mixed rookery containing 50 pairs of Black-crowned Night Herons (N y cticorax 
nycticoraxs and two pairs of Catt le Egrets (Bubulcus ibis) . After the first clutch 
had fledged, a second flightless young ibis was photographed, indicating a 
minimum of 2 separate ibis nests. There may have been 1 or 2 more nests in the 
area , as up to 9 adult and fledgling ibis were counted in flight at one time . 

On 4 Jul y 1979 , a White-faced Ibis was flushed from a nest with 4 eggs at 
Kraft Slough in western Sargent County 8 miles east of Oakes, North Dakota for 
the second State breeding record. There are no prior breeding records of thi s 
species for North Dakota (Stewart 1975). 
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Figure 1. A male White-faced Ibis is shading its nest from the hot July sun at 
Kraft Slough, Sargent Co., North Dakota. This nest represents the second 
breeding location for the species in the State , and th e first breeding record for the 
County . 
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The nest at Kraft Slough was secured just above water level in residual cattails 
(Typha sp .) in an area well interspersed with small pools of open water. The nest 
was approximately 600 m from shore and 20 m into the emergents from the 
cent ral open water area. When the eggs were being incubated the new growth of 
the catta ils was already 2 m tall. The water near the nest was about .8 m deep. 
Th is nest was associated with a colony of Black-crowned Night Herons and 
Fran klin 's Gulls . 

The pair of White-faced Ibis in breeding plumage were first noted at Kraft 
Slough on 5 June. By 20 June only one ibis was seen at a time, which gave rise to 

the suspicion that the mate was already on the nest . On 4 Jul y the nest with 4 
eggs was found. By 8 July 2 chicks had hatched and a third egg was pipping. Th e 
fourth egg had not hatched by I I July, but by 19 Jul y, all 4 young were hatched 
and healthy, though there was considerable size difference between them. T he 
young were using bent over green cattail runways and roosts by 21 July. Th e first 
juvenile flight was noted on 6 A ugust , and by 12 A ugust all 4 fledglings could be 
seen taking long circling exercising flights around Kraft Slough . 

Historically , White-faced Ibis have been recorded nesting in southern Min­
nesota , Neb raska , and Wyoming , but by 1965 these isolated nesting areas were 
no longer inhabited by ibis (Ryder 1967). In 1965, ibis could st ill be found 
breeding in Idaho , Colorado, and Kansas (Ryder 1967). More recently, Whi te­
faced Ibis have been discovered nesting in Montana (Skaar 1975) and South 
Dakota (Serr 1978). Ibis were first found nesting at Sand Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge in South Dakota in 1978 and in 1979 it was estimated tha t 20 ibis were 
produced th ere. (Schultz pers. com m.). Th e number of recent summer sightings 
in Minnesota (G reen and Janssen 1975) suggest that ibis may again be nesting in 
that State, though no recent nests have been documented. Godfrey (1966) lists 
White-faced Ibis only as a casual straggler in Canada. Salt and Salt (1976) report a 
possible nest in Alberta in 1975 . 

Prior to 1960 only one sighting record and 2 questionable specimen records of 
Plegadis sp, (Wood 1923 ) are published for North Dakota. According to Duebbert 
(1968), White-faced Ibis sightings were considered quite rare in North Dakota . 
Throughout the 1970's th ere were approximately 25 scatte red reports of ibis 
sightings covering every year of the decade and ranging in 15 prairie pothole 
counties ' . Kr apu and Duebbert (1974) reported st rong territorial behavior of ibis 
at Kraft Slough , but were unable to find nests or young . Aufforth (1978) briefly 
mentioned seeing 4 ibis at ]. Clark Salyer Nat ional Wildlife Refuge in an article 
dealing prim arily with Catt le Egrets . In Breeding Birds ofN orth Dakota , Stewart 
(1975) does not discuss White-faced Ibis, which indicates th at the species had not 
been known to previously breed in the State . In Stewart 's checklist (197 1), 
White-faced Ibis are listed as current , indicating that the species had been ob­
served 3 or more times, involving 2 ormoreseasons since 1920. 

According to Burger , the White-faced Ibis seems to be cont racting its 
breeding range (Burger and Miller 1977), and it is on the 1979 Blue List (Arbib 
197 8). Considering range reductions elsewhere, a breeding range expansion into 
North Dakota is partic ularly worthy of note. 

' List of dates . locations . and principal observers of White-faced Ibis in North Dakota available 
from author. 
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