
lalus); large dull yellow bill with black tip ; pinkish legs; and the very dull gray 
and white plumage throughout. Characteristics of the first-year birds were : larger 
bedied than nearby Herr ing Gulls ; pinkish bill with a prominent black tip; pink 
legs ; breast, back , and wings were all primari ly very light tan or tannish -brown ; 
the wing tips appeared light and translucent , giving the effect of "windows" 
while in flight. The tail color was similar to body plumage. 

Iceland Gull 
On 17 December 1978 , Gatz observed a gull that resembled an adult Iceland 

Gull in both size and plumage at Garrison Dam. However, details of the head and 
bill were not observed and the sighting remains unconfirmed. On 14 December 
1979 , Faanes observed a second-veer Iceland Gull at Garr ison Dam. Observations 
were made from 80 ·120 yards with 8 X 40 binoculars and a 40X spott ing scope. 
During almost one hour of nearly continuous observation , the following charac­
teristics were recorded. 

Overall size was similar to Herring Gull. The head was rather small in propor­
tion to the hied's body size, and when compared to nearby Herring Gulls. 
Plumage of the head, neck, throat and tail was buffy-white throughout . The black 
bill was smaller and shorter than in Herring Gulls , and was tapered giving a 
" pointed" appearance. 

Th e back plumage and wings were flesh -colored. Th e mantle was darker than 
the wing tips. The wing tips were whitish-brown, andcontrasted with nearby im­
mature Herring Gulls that possessed dark brown to blackish wing tips. In fl ight, 
the ventral side of the primaries appeared to show "windows, " as in adult 
Glaucous Gulls. When at rest on the water , the wing tips protruded beyond the 
end of the tail. The tert ials had whitish tips. In flight , the tail appeared rounded; 
tail color was a buffy-white, similar to the bedy plwnage. There was no indication 
of a dark tail as shown in most immature Herr ing Gulls . The legs appeared 
pinkish-brown . 

Primary North American breeding range of Iceland Gull includes Ellesmere 
Island, western Greenland and southern Baffin Island (A.O.U. 195 7). Winter 
range includes the Great Lakes and Atlantic Ocean coast south to New Jersey 
(casual to Florida). The nearest area of regular occurrence is the Lake Superior 
shore of Minnesota (Green 1967 , Green and Janssen 1975). 

Thay er's Gull 
An immature gull identified by Gatz as a first-year Th ayer 's Gull was ob­

served on 2, 9, and 22 December 1979 at the tailrace below Garrison Dam. A 
gull in similar plumage, assumed to be the same bird, was ident ified by Craig and 
Ruth Faanes on 14 December 1979 at the same location . 

Most authorities urge caution in identifying Thayer's Gull , but under good 
conditions, field identifications can be reliably made if all field mar ks are observed, 
and if the observer is familiar with similarly appearing species (Gosselin and David 
197 5). The bird we observed at Garrison Darn was ident ified as a first-year 
Th ayer 's Gull based on the following characteristics: (1) it genera lly resembled a 
small, first-year Herring Gull except that the dorsal side of the flight feathers were 
only slightly darker than the wing coverts and back, and they were silver ven­
trally; (2) nearby first-year Herring Gulls had darker wing tips both above and 
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