
1960 , Bailev 19 72 , Nussbaum and Maser 1975). This may be due to food 
preference (Pollack 19 51 , Erickson 1955) or possibly greater vulnerability 
(Pollack 19 51 , Erickson 19 55 , Bailey 19 72) or availability of these animals (Ellis 
and Schem nitz I957). 

Fox squirrels tSciurus niger) occurred in 10 .5 percent (6) of the stomachs 
examined. The importance of squirrels as a food item has been noted in other 
st udies (Schwam and Mitchell 194 5, Progulske 19 55 , Erickson 19 5 5, Kor ­
schgen 19 57, N ussbaum and M aser 1975 ). 

My study revealed only a small percentage of several species of cricetids , both 
in occu rrence and by weight. It appears they are of little importance in the winter 
diet of Nebraska bobcats. However, in other areas of the country , some cricetids 
appear to be important as an alternate food source (Hamilton and H unter 19 39, 
Leach and Frazier 1953 , Fooks 196 1, N ussbaum and Maser 1975 , Beasom and 
Moore 19 77 , Fritt s and Sealandcr 1978 ). Beasom and M oore (1977 ) found tha t 
in a year of low abundance of major prey items, cotton rats (Sig modon) and cot ­
tontails . South Texas bobcats turned to a more varied diet of cricet ids . But. in a 
year of high cottontail and cotton rat densities , no other cricetids were eaten . 
Because of the relative percentages of cricetids and lagomorphs , my data suggests 
that rabbits may have been abundant in Nebraska during the two years of my 
study. Inother years , those of low rabbit abundance , cricetids may be a more irn­
portant food source for Nebraska bobcats . 

Porcupine (Eretbizon) remains were found in one stomach. Porcupine have 
been reponed as an important food source in several studies (Hamilton and Hun­
ter 19 39 , Rollings 1945, Pollack 195 1, Erickson 195 5 , Westfall 1956). Also , 
porcupine are occasionally used for bait by trappers (Hamilton and H unter 1939), 
and Erickson (19 55) suggested that much of the porcupine eaten by bobcats is 
probably carrion. 

In the Ne braska specimen . quills were found in the trachea, but none were 
penetrating the wall and the animal appeared to suffer no ill effects. Often scats of 
an animal will contain quills indicating they may pass through the digestive tract 
without injury to the bobcat. However, a " superabundance " of porcupine quills 
in the mouth will lead to death by starvat ion (Young 195 8: 94). 

Predation on deer and game birds is of great concern to sportsmen and wildlife 
man agers . Deer killed by bobcats have been reponed by several authors (Young 
1928 , Smith 1945 , Dill 1947 , Ma tson 1948 , Erickson 1955). Alt hough the oc­
currence of deer in stomach and scat analyses is most prevalent in the north­
eastern states (H amilton and Hunter 19 39 , Marston 1942 , Pollack 1951 , West ­
fall 19 56), some midwestern studies have also revealed deer to be an important 
food sou rce (Rollings 194 5, Erickson 1955). In light of this , it is perhaps 
significant that no deer remains were found in any of the N ebraska bobcat 
stomachs . Similarly, game birds were found in only th ree (5.3%) of th e stomachs 
and comprised 3.8 percent of the diet by weight . Bobcat depredations on game 
birds are considered insignificant (Leach and Frazier 19 53 , Erickson 19 55, Kight 
19(2). T his appears to be.the case in Nebraska also. . 

Domestic livestock remains were found in one stomach in my study and have 
been repon ed in only a few studies (Gashwiler et al. 1960 , N ussbaum and M aser 
1975 , Fritts and Sealander 19 78). Dome stic poultry rema ins occurred in two 
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(3 .5%) of th e stomachs examined (5.4% by weigh t). Both frequency and bulk 
were greater than that reported in most other studies (Hamilton and H unter 
1939 . Pollack 19 51. Gashwiler et al. 1960 , Fritts and Sealander 1978). It was 
impossible to determine whether the domestic animal remains were bait. carrion 
or actual bobcat kills. 

Although importance of a food source varies with locality. season and year of 
the study , some generalities may be noted. The diet of bobcats is comprised 
mainly of rabbits and rodents in all areas. In the northeast, deer also form a sub­
stantial pan of the diet. and this may be true in the midwest as well. Birds and 
dom estic livestoc k arc only a minor food source in most areas . 
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