


In order to gather wildlife baseline data for the short-grass prairie province in
southeastern Montana, as described by Bailey (1978, Ecoregions of the United
States, USDA Forest Service, Intermountain Reg., Ogden, Utah), small mam-
mal trapping was initiated by Bureau of Land Management (BLM) personnel in
October 1977 and is still continuing. Although the majority of the work was done
around Wibaux, Montana, and Beach, North Dakota, other collection sites were
Sidney, Savage, Terry, Glendive, and Plevna, Montana. Twenty-four meadow
jumping mice were captured during the trapping periods from October 1977 to
September 1979 in 21,007 trap nights. Six individuals were collected from
Golden Valley County, North Dakota, six from Wibaux County, Montana, and
twelve from Richland County, Montana.

Twenty-three of our specimens were taken from mesic or damp communities.
Genoways and Jones (1972, Mammals from southwestern North Dakota, Occas.
Pap., Mus. Texas Tech University, 6:1-36) found meadow jumping mice locally
abundant in riparian and mesic communities in southwestern North Dakota. In
this study, the degree of moisture varied from dry, mesic communities to com-
munities with standing water. The only exception was a specimen taken from a
wildlife shelterbelt near Beach, North Dakota. Particularly noteworthy was the
fact thar all the specimens were taken in areas with extremely thick, tall, Tush
grass and forbs.

One specimen was taken in a Sherman live trap; all others were taken with
museum special snap traps. Although many of the specimens were captured while
taking the bait, seven or eight were caught only by their tails. It was suspected
that these individuals were caught by accident while they were traveling various
trails, rather than having been lured by the bait. Also, most of the specimens
were taken during the summer trap period (mid-July-late August). None were
taken during the spring trap periods and only two were captured during the fall
trap periods, even though the same areas were often trapped. Voucher specimens
have been deposited in the Zoological Museum at Montana State University,
Bozeman.

R. E. Moore and R. Hays critically read the manuscript. They and P. Wright
identified the specimens. S. Carlson, J. Munson, M. Lemke, G. Gill, and D.
Degnen assisted in the field. This paper is a contribution from the Bureau of Land
Management —William L. Matthews, Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box
940, Miles City, Montana 59301,
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