
Coveys were found using multi -row shelterbelts associated with farmsteads. In 
Mont ana , Weigand (1977) foun d that part ridge utilized woody cover near 
farm /ranch sites . High incidence of covey association with farmsteads in our 
study possibly resulted from little vegetation exposed above snow in most other 
land use types. Partridge used farmstead shelterbelts extensively for roost ing. 

Association with agricultural land was highest in early winter. Agricultural 
land , primarily small grain stubble , was used durin g periods of feeding activity . 
Partridge "workings" were a common site on stubble fields. Birds would break 
through the snow mantl e to find dry seeds and waste grain . Occasionally , par­
tridge would roost in their "workings" or "snow tunnels" during severe 
weather. Foraging for food on agricultural land was precluded by deep snow as 
winte r progressed. Partridge then found food sources within farmsteads utilizing 
grain or seeds found in livestock manure or hay and straw distributed for live­
stock. 

Partridge use of grasslands was restricted mainly to cover found within or near 
farmsteads. These areas were uncultivated, ungrazed and experienced very little 
human activity. Some also contained farming implement s which provided ad­
ditional protective cover. This habitat type was frequently associated with multi ­
row shelte rbelts . Loafing cover was thus adjacent to escape and roosting cover. 

Partridge associations with idle areas, wetland, and pasture were not as 
frequent as expected according to the habitat analysis. Partridge used roads and 
trails as sou rces of grit and waste grain but when roads became snow packed , birds 
concentrated in cattle feedlots and farmyards and utili zed exposed grit sources. 
Wetland habitat was found within only one covey home range and was not used to 
a great extent. Birds observed in pasture were usually enroute to more preferred 
cover. 

Initial results of another study in North Dakota suggest farmsteads continue 
to be important components of Gray Panridge winter range. Systematic aerial 
searches were made of six townships in north-central North Dakota during 
January , 1979 to determine the population density of Gray Panridge . Fifty-four 
of 59 coveys observed were closely associated with farmsteads. Most farms teads 
were active and had livestock (Schulz 1979, unpub!. data). 

Definite conclusions on the habitat use of Gra y Partridge cannot be made from 
one winter study especially when the winter was abnormally severe. However , 
grassland and woody cover were in short supply in terms of available area. The 
consistently high use of these cover types within farmsteads during the winter 
suggests farmsteads may be an important winter component of partri dge habitat in 
regions where land use is domin ated by high intensity agricul ture. 
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