


titative appraisals of fat depots are desired. Whereas mallard-specific equations are
presented here, Detector measurement of subcutaneous fat thickness alone can
provide an accurate index of total fat reserves because subcutaneous fat and total
fat are highly correlated (Table 1). Further, we anticipate Detector application on
living birds after additional testing in our laboratory ; the Detector is portable and
might be used easily at banding traps or in other situations where animals are han-
dled and released alive. Some improvements in techniques are warranted to limit
variations from machine calibration and/or application of the transducer head to
the body surface, but both are correctable sources of error.
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