


several meters from the nest. The fledgling was stll present 3 days later when a
second nest, 7 m from the first, was located in the branches of a 2 m high
caragana bush (Caragana arborescens) growing in the brush pile. Egg laying was
completed on 27 June with four eggs. Three of the eggs had hatched and the
fourth was pipping on 9 July. Only one fledgling was observed after this nest was
vacated. The adults were still in the vicinity of the brush pile on 25 July but were
not territorial. Three weeks later one bird was seen 1.5 km south in a row of elms
(Ulmaus, sp.). Shelterbelts and tree claims border many of the agricultural fields in
the area. The brush pile in which the nests were located consisted of large cot-
tonwood stumps removed from the adjacent field when a center-pivot irrigation
system was installed. The brush pile was burned and buried in the fall of 1980.

According to Johnsgard (1979) the normal breeding limit of this species in the
Great Plains is probably northern Nebraska, although it is considered a rare but
widespread breeding species in South Dakota (Whitney et al. 1978). This species
is reported to nest regularly in local areas of central and northeastern Minnesota
(Green and Janssen 1975). There is one nest record from eastern Montana in
1977 (Skaar 1980) and Godfrey (1966) reports that this species is spreading
northward into Canada. There are recent nest records from southern Manitoba
(Houston 1973) and Saskatchewan (Serr 1977).
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