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T he earliest record of the Northern Mockingbird (Mim us polyglot/os) in 
North Dakota was a specimen taken in Grand Forks County, 23 November 
1916 (Wood 1923). The breeding status of this species in North Dakota is listed 
as hypothetical by Stewart (1975 ). He cites one unconfirmed nest record in Dick­
inson , Stark County (no date) in addition to numerous sight records during the 
breeding season throughout the state since 1938. A nest with young was reported 
to A. Gammell (pers. comm.) from a farm near Parshall , Mountrail County in 
1961 by R. Nordbve. No details are available. 

On"8 June 1980 we observed two adult Northern Mockingbirds in a large 
brush pile at the edge of an irrigated corn field approximately 3 km south of 
Oakes , Dickey County. A nest containing four recently hatched young was found 
2 m above the ground in the roots of a large, uprooted cottonwood stump 
(Populus deltoides). On 20 j une the nest was empty and one fledgling was seen 

Figure 1. A flcd.~ l i n.~ Northern Mockingbird in Dickey County , North Dakota. 
Note the spotted underparts which are indicative of [uvenal plumage. Photo by 
Da\'id Child. 
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several meters from the nest. The fledgling was still present 3 days later when a 
second nest, 7 m from the first , was located in the branches of a 2 m high 
caragana bush (Carapana arborescens) growing in the brush pile. Egg laying was 
completed on 27 June with four eggs . Three of the eggs had hatched and the 
fourth was pipping on 9 Ju ly. Only one fledgling was observed after this nest was 
vacated . The adul ts were still in the vicinity of the brush pile on 25 July but were 
not territorial. Three weeks later Doe bird was seen 1.5 km south in a row of elms 
(Ulmus, sp.). Shelterbelts and tree claims border many of the agric ultu ral fields in 
the area. The brush pile in which the nests were located consisted of large cot ­
tonwood stumps removed from the adjacent field when a center -pivot irrigation 
system was installed. The brush pile was burned and buri ed in the fall of 1980 . 

According to j ohn sgard (19 79) the normal breeding limit of th is species in the 
Great Plains is probably northern Nebraska , although it is consi dered a rare but 
widespread breeding species in South Dakota (Wh itney et al. 1978). T his species 
is reported to nest regularly in local areas of central and northeastern Minnesota 
(G reen and Janssen 197 5). There is one nest record from eastern Montana in 
1977 (Skaar 1980) and Godfrey (1966) reports that th is species is spreading 
northward into Canada. There are recent nest records from southern M anitoba 
(Houston 1973) and Saskatch ewan (Serr 1977 ). 
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