


Association, we find these ‘‘new’’ names quite cumbersome and possibly mis-
leading. ‘“Bell Vireo’’ conveys the impression of a bird that lives in a church
steeple, or perhaps suggesting a vocal quality.

For the birder, the author provides a brief description of 44 bird-watching
areas in the Great Plains. The list was developed by reviewing published bird
checklists for each area. For the scope of this book, the localities seem adequate,
although heavy emphasis is placed on National Wildlife Refuges. An obvious
typographic error credits Missouri with seven areas; six of these are in Kansas.

A bibliography of 420 entries on individual species has been provided. This is
probably the most important and useful contribution of the book.

Little attention is paid to the vegetation of the Great Plains. Most of the
vegetation section deals with the occurrence of bird species among the potential
vegetation types of Kuchler. Although the author states that ‘‘enormous
changes’” have occurred in the vegetation of the region, he lists none of these,
and provides no locations. Even the Kuchler types are sometimes combined and
only references to the birds of the area are provided. In other instances, well-
known vegetation distributions are overlooked, as with the Artemisia tridentata
zone of western South Dakota. It is especially unfortunate that the grasslands and
shrub-steppe of eastern Montana and Wyoming were not covered. Information on
the vegetation and birds of that region would have been particularly useful as
energy development proceeds in that area. The author found it interesting that the
Canadian boreal forest should ‘‘intrude’’ into the Great Plains region. To us, the
interesting phenomenon is how the author could extrude the Great Plains hun-
dreds of miles east of Fenneman’s classic boundaries, at the expense of the Interior
Lowlands.

Although this book has value as a general reference, particularly for someone
unfamiliar with this region, the material is superficial. The reader investigating a
certain species would use his time better by consulting the bird book for each
state, rather than Birds of the Great Plains.

Craig A. Faanes and Harold A. Kantrud
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center
Jamestown, North Dakota 58401
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