
nonball River , and in southern Billings , Slope , and Bowman counties in the 
vicinity of the Little Missouri River and its tributary creeks . Even in th ese areas. 
we regard recent sightings as representing transients rather than a viable resident 
population . 

The reported range of the ermine tM ustela erminea) inclu des nearly all of 
Canada and the northern Unit ed States excluding western North Dakota (Hall 
and Kelson 1959). Bailey (1926) listed records of th e species in eastern North 
Dakota. but none in the south west. Don Rubbelke , REAP field team leader , 
reported two observations in rolling grasslands of Stark and Hettinger counties in 
197 6. These observations would indicate a significant western range extension for 
th e species in the state . 

The range of the cougar (Felis coneolor) covers much of western United 
States. Canada. and Mexico (Hall and Kelson 1959). but until recent years the 
species has been thought to be extinct in th is region . Nero and Wrigley (1977) 
recently reported evidence indicating a breeding population in M anitoba . and cit · 
ed reports that the species may reside in Minnesota and North Dakota as well. 
Since 195 8 . we are aware of 10 reports of cougars in southwestern Nort h Dakota 
(Mercer . Oliver, Dunn, and McKenzie counties). Several recent reports are well 
established. On 29 July 1976. a cougar was observed northwest of Charlson 
(McKenzie County ) from an aircraft at 60 feet by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
predator control personnel (Jerald Shoemaker . pers. comm.). In the summer of 
1979 and 1980 , there were sitings in th e North Unit of Theodore Roosevelt 
Nati onal Park (McKenzie County). Th ese reports were verified by National Park 
Service Personnel (Christine Korsmo, pers . comrn.). Consequently, we regard 
this rare species as extan t and possibly breeding in southwestern North Dakot a. 
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