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A breeding pair of snow geese (Chen hyperborea ) and a nest clutch of 4 eggs 
were observed on June 1 , 197 9 on the Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge, 
North Dakota. The blue-phase goose and the white-phase gander, together with 
their nest , were located atop a grassy mound surrounded by 1.5 feet of water (Fig. 
1). Heavy Spring run -off had caused one of the refuge's creeks to back up and 
flood a large area of upland habitat . The island created by the flooding was the 
only such exposed area in the flooded zone. 

Figure 1. View of nest site at Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge. 

The gander was last observed near the nest on June 3, 1979. The last ob­
servation of the gander on the refuge was on June 15. The nest was observed once 
each day until June 19 when 3 hatched eggs were found on the nest. The first ob­
servation of the goose brood occurred on Au gust 14 when the adult female and 
her remaining offspring, 1 white-phase and 1 blue-phase , were observed flying 
over Arrowwood Lake. The brood was last seen on September 5 in the company 
of 36 Canada geese on Medicine Lake adjacent to the refuge 's eastern boundary. 
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The blue-phase goose carried a metal band on her left leg, but no attempt was 
made to capture the bird. The origin of the breeding pair is unknown but can be 
speculated upon . A number of snow geese were brought to the refuge's waterfowl 
display pond from the captive flock at the Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Cen­
ter , Jamestown, North Dakota. In 1971 the refuge acquired I blue-phase male 
and I white-phase male. In 1975 the refuge received one pair of blue-phase 
(female with metal band on left leg) and one pair of white-phase, The 1975 white­
phase male later died. In 1976 a wild and crippled male white-ph ase which had 
been banded in arctic Canada was added to the captive flock. It later recovered and 
was free-flying but remained with th e captive wing-clipped geese flying freely in 
and out of the pen. In the summer of 1976 the captive birds escaped and remain ed 
on the refuge until they were able to fly. 

It is possible that the observed breeding pair origina ted from the captive birds 
and the wild gander. In Apri l 1980 the same blue-phase goose was observed on 
Arrowwood Lake. No mate was seen with her and no nest was found. 

The nesting pair of snow geese is the first breeding record of free flying snow 
geese in North Dakota. Two injured snow geese incapable of flight have remained 
and successfully bred in the waterfowl display pond at the Valley City National 
Fish Hatchery , Valley City, North Dakota , in 1978 and 1979 . Although of con ­
siderable interest, these recordsshould not beconsideredas a normal extension of 
the breeding range for this species. Th e naru ral breeding grounds occur on the 
arctic tundra of Canada, Alaska, and Siberia - far removed from the prairies of 
North Dakota . 
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