


Three species were added to the all time Christmas Season list for North
Dakota. These were the black duck, with one individual being noted at
Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge. A killdeer was noted at Jamestown during
the count week but not on count day, and two common snipe were recorded in
the Garrison Dam area.

A Cooper’s hawk was a new species for the Christmas list at Medora. Six
glaucous gulls and a Thayer’s gull, both unusual for the state, were seen at
Garrison Dam for the second consecutive year. They were in company with
herring and ring-billed gulls. Mourning doves appeared at most locations in the
eastern one-third of the state but none were seen in the western areas. A gray jay
was unusual at Dunseith and the merlin and red-bellied woodpecker were note-
worthy at McLeod. One western meadowlark noted at Mayville-Portland was the
only record of this species in the state. The yellow-headed blackbird was new at
Jamestown and the brown thrasher was unusual there, although the latter species
had been recorded at least once in earlier years.

Seven species of owls were reported. The screech owl was unusually
numerous and was seen in five of the count areas, Jamestown reported a record
total of 21 screech owls, a result of about four and a half hours of ‘‘owling”’ at
night. Grand Forks reported four screech owls with three hours of ‘‘owling”’.
The saw-whet owl, which is not frequently seen, was reported in three areas:
Hazen, Bismarck-Mandan, and Jamestown. The Hazen bird was photographed
in the game management area near Beulah. Two long-eared owls at Upper Souris
are not often reported but the hawk owl at Valley City was probably the most
unusual owl observation.

The black-capped chickadee is one of only two species which was observed in
all count areas of the state. Its numbers were unusually high in several areas with
617 at Fargo-Moorhead being particularly noteworthy. White-breasted nuthatch-
es were also more numerous in several areas with 266 at Fargo-Moorhead.

American robins were generally quite low in numbers this year. They were
observed in eight areas but only in the extreme western part of the state were they
seen in significant oumbers. Medora reported 348 and the North Unit of
Theodore Roosevelt National Park reported 41. Bohemian waxwings were
numerous at the North Unit with 1,084 being seen. They appeared in only seven
other areas and in relatively low numbers.

Most of the usual winter finches were seen in the state but only the common
redpoll appeared in all count areas. Their numbers were higher than they have
been since 1971. Hoary redpolls were identified in six areas with a total of 15
being seen. Pine siskins were listed in 13 areas and their average numbers were
greater than at any time since these Christmas Bird Count summaries have been
prepared. Evening grosbeaks were listed in 10 areas but their numbers were low
while it was a good year for pine grosbeaks with 11 areas reporting the species.
They were most numerous in the eastern half of the state. Red crossbills were
scarce, being reported from only three areas, and white-winged crossbills were
seen in two areas.

Lapland longspurs were more numerous than in any of the earlier summaries
and snow buntings were more numerous than in any year since 1969.
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