
53' N , 102' 21' W) a recently killed (still warm) 28-36 day old duckling ; in late 
July 1980 in southcentral Manitoba (50' 04' N, 97' 31' W) an adult male 
mallard (not freshly killed); and on 13 August 1980 in southwestern Manitoba 
(49' 49 ' N, 100' 24' W) an 8-18 day old duckling (not freshly killed). H . A. 
Kantrud (personal communication) also has observed a marsh hawk feeding on a 
freshly killed adult lesser scaup (Aythya affinis) and a freshly killed adult green ­
winged teal in North Dakota during the waterfowl breeding season . J. -F. Giroux 
(personal communication) flushed a brown marsh hawk off a freshly killed teal 
during the fall of 1974 in southern Quebec (47' 02' N, 70' 47' W). 

These observations are similar to those reported by Blohm et aJ. (1980). 
Because we and the other observers did not witness any attacks , it is possible that 
the marsh hawks involved did not actually kill the ducks . Marsh hawks have been 
reported to eat carrion (y{ atson 1977) and do pirate dead ducks from othe r raptors 
(Bent 1961, Watson 1977;. As yet , however , the evidence seems inconclusive 
that marsh hawks can kill health y adult ducks (but see Hammond 1948). 

Female ducks on their nests , molting birds , prefledged juveniles , sick, or in­
jured ducks may be more vulnerable to marsh hawks. Of 53 pellets from near 
marsh hawk nests Sowls (1955) found that three (5.7%)contained juvenile ducks. 
Blohm et al. (1980) reported a marsh hawk eating a crippled mallard and Laing 
(1980) and Schipper et al. (1975) observed marsh hawks preying/scavenging on 
injured or dead waterfowl. Marsh hawks may "test " potential prey by forcing 
them to flush and then attempt to take only those unable to escape (Tamisie r 
1970). Tamisier (1970, 1976) inferred that this activity resulted in expenditure 
of significant amounts of energy by wintering green-winged teal. Smaller species 
might be more vulnerable to marsh hawks. RMK observed that blue-winged teal 
(A nas discors) and green-winged teal on the Delta marsh often flushed in response 
to passing marsh hawks, whereas larger species like pintails (A. acuta) , mallards , 
and northern shovelers (A. clypeata) assumed alert postures , but generally did not 
take flight. H . A . Kantrud (personal communication) on two occasions, observed 
marsh hawks swooping low over broods of American coots (Fulica americana ) on 
the water. Both times the smaller young dove to escape. whereas the adults did 
not. 

Female marsh hawks are larger than males (Snyder and Wiley 1976). Schipper 
(1973) and Schipper et al. (1975) concluded that because they are more 
maneuverable in flight males are better adapted for catching small agile prey. 
Females are more likely to take large prey (Schipper 1973) and so may be more 
apt than males to attack ducks . Berger et al. (1963) found that greater prairie 
chickens (Tympanuchus cupido pinnatus) flushed more frequently in response to 

hunting female than to male marsh hawks. 

Further observations of marsh hawks of known sex and age are needed to 
determine : (1) how frequently healthy ducks are captured by marsh hawks ; 
(2) if smaller duck species are more vulnera ble and wary ; (3) if nesting females, 
ducklings , and molting ducks are more vulnerable ; (4) if female marsh hawks are 
more adept than males at hunting ducks ; and (5) the impact of marsh hawks on 
populations of breeding , molting. and wintering ducks . 
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