
separated from its close relative , R . pipiens , on the basis of its preference for loess 
rather than sandy soils. The breeding season of the plains leopard frog extends 
from March th rough May. Because of the long larval period, it does not fully 
metamorphose until mid-summer . It is insectivorous and feeds primarily on non­
aquatic arthropods. This anuran is diurnal or nocturnal (particularly during the 
breeding season). It spends the winter months in hibernation in permanent ponds 
below the frost line (Smith 1956). This was the most abundant herpetile at the 
Mormon Island Preserve. It was first seen in April (when it was also heard calling) 
and was common throughout the study . Egg masses were common in mid-April 
where they were found attached to aquatic vegetation . Metamo rphosed frogs were 
first observed in mid-june, 

Reptilia 

Chelonia-Turtles 

Chelydra serpentina (Snapping T urtle). This snapping turtle occurs over the 
eastern two-thirds of the United States east of the Rocky Mountains (rom south ­
ern Canada to central Texas. It is common throughout Nebraska. The snapping 
turtle is highly aquatic and is generally associated with permanent water (e.g. 
large ponds and rivers) with mud bottoms. Because it is a poor swimmer , the 
snapping turtle spends most of its time in mud bottoms, where it also hibernates. 
Eggs are laid during June in shallow nests at or near the water 's edge. It is om­
nivorous with a diet consisting of 35-70% aquatic plants, 6-35% fish, in addition 
to some invertebrates and carrion (Smith 19 56). The snapping turtle was found in 
both ponds at Mormon lsland. It was observed on the first visit in April and was 
active throughout the study . 

Triony x spiniferus (Spiny Softshell). The spiny softshell turtl e is distributed 
th roughout the southern United States north ward into portions of the plains and 
mid-eastern states.]n Nebraska, it occurs along the southern and eastern margins 
of the state. Th is species is highly aquatic and is rarely observed out of water. Con­
sequently, it has a very high affinity for permanen t bodies of water, preferably 
with soft substrates. It burrows in those soft substrates as an escape mechanism 
and also uses them for hibernation . The spiny softshell turtle lays its eggs during 
early summer buried in nests usually no farther than 25 feet from water 's edge. 
The diet of this turtle consists of a variety of food items including worms, insects , 
molluscs, crayfish, fish, and frogs. It is diurna l and extremely secretive, but can 
occasionally be observed basking on river banks or foraging in the water. It was 
first sighted at Mormon lsland in Jun e and was active throughout the census 
period. 

Chrysemys picta (Painted Turtle). This turtle occurs from the eastern United 
States southwesterly into Louisiana , westward th rough the plains states and 
north westerly into Washington and Canada. It is found in all parts of Nebraska. 
It is commonly found in warm, shallow bodies of water such as ponds, ditches, 
shallow lakes, and still pools in rivers. It lays its eggs during June and July and 
nests away from water. The diet of the painted turtl e consists of approximately 
50% vegetative material (algae, leaves of aquatic plants) and 50% animal material 
(worms, molluscs , insects in addition to some fish , tadpoles, and frogs). The 
painted turtle hibernates from late October through April in the mud bottoms of 
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shallow str eams and ponds. This species was not captured at the M onnan Island 
preserve but it was observed in the east pond in mid-June. It is present but is ob­
viously rare. 

Squamata (Sauria) - lizards 

Eume ces septentrionalis (Prairie Skink). This skink is distri buted along a 
narrow band through the plains states from northern Minnesota to southeastern 
T exas. It occurs in the eastern third of Ne braska. The prair ie skink, as its name 
implies , is restricted to grasslands . A dditionally , it requires soft soil in which it 
builds tunnels benea th logs and flat rocks. The prairie skink is oviparo us with 
mating occurring in late M ay, egg laying in late June to early July , and hatching 
in mid to late Au gust (Brecken ridge 1943). Its diet consists of 27% orthopterans , 
30.5% arachnids, and 28% homopterans , coleopterans , and lepidopterans. H iber­
nation begins in late October with males emerging in Ap ril and females in May. 
The prairieskink at Mormon Island was most common along the riparian wood­
lands underneath debris . It was not found in the central pastu re. It was first ob­
served in mid-A pril and was active throughout the study. 

Cnemidophorus sexlineatus (Six-lined Racerunner). The six-lined racerunner 
ranges from the southern to southeastern United States northwestward into 
Nebraska, Kansas , and Colorado. In Nebraska, it occu rs in all but the northeast­
ern and northwestern comers of the state . T his is the best studied of the herpetiles 
occurring at Morm on Island with several accounts of its natural history reported 
in the literature (Fitch 195 8 , H ardy 1962, Werth 1972 ). This lizard occupies 
dry, open areas with loose or sandy soils. It may be found in some areas of short 
grass or vegetat ion but does not occur in tall grass prairie . It is oviparous and the 
clutch size is small (2-4 eggs). Eggs are laid in early June and hatch in July. The 
diet of the racerunner consists of a broad range of insects . Because of its high pre­
ferred body temperature, it is generally most active during th e hottest part of the 
day. In contrast to most lizards , the racerunner is an active forager (rather than 
sit-and-wait). Consequent ly, the home range of this species tends to be large. At 
Mannon Island , it was most abundant along the southe rn edge of the island and 
was almost always associated with sand. The racerunner was first observed in 
early Ma y and remained active throughout the study. 

Squamata (Serpentes) - Snakes 

Tham nophis radix (Plains Garter Snake). This species ranges from the plains 
states eastward to northeastern Indiana and northward into Canada. It occurs in 
all parts of Ne braska. The preferred habitats of this snake include marshes , 
swamps, and grassy areas along streams and around ponds. In Nebraska, it is 
particularly abundant in wet meadows and riparian woodlands where large tr ees 
and fallen logs provide shelter during hibernation . The plains garter sn ake also 
hibernates in ant hiIIs at depths of several inches to a few feet below ground 
level. It is viviparo us with mating occurring in late spring. The young are born 
mid to late summer The snake's diet consists of earthworms, insects , tadpoles 
and frogs (Chance 1971). This species exhibits seasonal patterns of activity, being 
diurnal in the spring and nocturnal in the summer . It is sugges ted that this be­
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