


shallow streams and ponds. This species was not captured at the Morman [sland
preserve but it was observed in the east pond in mid-June. It is present but is ob-
viously rare.

Squamata (Sauria) — Lizards

Eumeces septentrionalis (Prairie Skink). This skink is distributed along a
narrow band through the plains states from northern Minnesota to southeastern
Texas. It occurs in the eastern third of Nebraska. The prairie skink, as its name
implies, is restricted to grasslands. Additionally, it requires soft soil in which it
builds tunnels beneath logs and flat rocks. The prairie skink is oviparous with
mating occurring in late May, egg laying in late June to early July, and hatching
in mid to late August (Breckenridge 1943). Its diet consists of 27% orthopterans,
30.5% arachnids, and 28% homopterans, coleopterans, and lepidopterans. Hiber-
nation begins in late October with males emerging in April and females in May.
The prairie skink at Mormon Island was most common along the riparian wood-
lands underneath debris. It was not found in the central pasture. It was first ob-
served in mid-April and was active throughout the study.

Cnemidophorus sexlineatus (Six-lined Racerunner). The six-lined racerunner
ranges from the southern to southeastern United States northwestward into
Nebraska, Kansas, and Colorado. In Nebraska, it occurs in all but the northeast-
ern and northwestern corners of the state. This is the best studied of the herpetiles
occurring at Mormon Island with several accounts of its natural history reported
in the literature (Fitch 1958, Hardy 1962, Werth 1972). This lizard occupies
dry, open areas with loose or sandy soils. It may be found in some areas of short
grass or vegetation but does not occur in tall grass prairie. It is oviparous and the
clutch size is small (2-4 eggs). Eggs are laid in early June and hatch in July. The
diet of the racerunner consists of a broad range of insects. Because of its high pre-
ferred body temperature, it is generally most active during the hottest part of the
day. In contrast to most lizards, the racerunner is an active forager (rather than
sit-and-wait). Consequently, the home range of this species tends to be large. At
Mormon Island, it was most abundant along the southern edge of the island and
was almost always associated with sand. The racerunner was first observed in
early May and remained active throughout the study.

Squamata (Serpentes) — Snakes

Thamnophis radix (Plains Garter Snake). This species ranges from the plains
states eastward to northeastern Indiana and northward into Canada. It occurs in
all parts of Nebraska. The preferred habitats of this snake include marshes,
swamps, and grassy areas along streams and around ponds. In Nebraska, it is
particularly abundant in wet meadows and riparian woodlands where large trees
and fallen logs provide shelter during hibernation. The plains garter snake also
hibernates in ant hills at depths of several inches to a few feet below ground
level. It is viviparous with mating occurring in late spring. The young are born
mid to late summer The snake’s diet consists of earthworms, insects, tadpoles
and frogs (Chance 1971). This species exhibits seasonal patterns of activity, being
diurnal in the spring and nocturnal in the summer. It is suggested that this be-
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