


ranges of female badgers in Utah (Lindzey 1978), and ten times larger than the
mean home range of female badgers in ldaho (Mesick and Hornocker 1981).

Regional variation in home range size may be a response to habitat and. in
particular, to prey availability. Imposed upon geographic variation is the influence
of age and sex. Population studies of badgers in Idaho (Mesick and Hornocker
1981) and Utah (Lindzey 1978) have shown that adults have larger home ranges
than young and males tend to have larger home ranges than females. Althcugh
our badger and another studied at this site (Sargeant and Warner 1972) were both
adult females, differences between their home ranges might be accounted for by
reproduction and care of young (our badger raised a litter during the period of ob-
servation), annual fluctuations in prey abundarnce, or individual variation.

Seasonal changes in movements of badgers may be related to shifts in food
habits and changes in reproductive status. The restricted spring home range of
this badger coincided with rearing of young. As the area surrounding the initial
den presumably was exploited, the female began to travel greater distance. To
reduce energy expenditures or to begin weaning, the badger remained at the
hunting site for two nights rather than returning to the young.

This badger and the female studied by Sargeant and Warner (1972) became
sedentary in the fall. The shift of our badger to a new region of activity in Sep-
tember probably followed mating (Wright 1966, Davis 1946). After mating, con-
tact between individuals may decrease. Correspondingly, less time involved in
movement may mean more time available for food gathering and possibly greater
food intake. During autumn, increased consumption (Lampe 1976) and increased
nutritional values of prey (Jense 1968). would account for fall weight gain such as
we ohserved.
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