Status of American Woodcock in
Nebraska with Notes on a
Recent Breeding Record

Gary R. Lingle
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center
P.O.Box 1747
Jamestown, North Dakota 58401

Smith and Barclay (1978) discussed a westward range expansion of American
woodcock (Philobela minor) and stressed the importance of elucidating factors
which may limit the distribution of the species within ‘‘fringe’’ areas. They
reported breeding records or courtship activity in all Great Plains states except
Nebraska. This paper updates the status of American woodcock in Nebraska and
establishes a new breeding record.

Data were collected incidental to field work conducted by the Platte River
Ecology Study Team of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. I would like to thank
those landowners who granted access to their property, Riley Atkins for providing
woodcock sighting information during the spring of 1979, and Gary Krapu, Den-
nis Jorde, and Craig Faanes for reviewing the manuscript. Appreciation is extend-
ed to Renee Duval for drafting the figure.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A search was made of the Nebraska Bird Review for reports of American
woodcock. The information was compiled in Table 1 and sighting locations plot-
ted in Fig. 1. Most sightings were made along rivers which suggests that westward
expansion of the species is closely associated with riverine systems. Forty-seven
percent of the sightings occurred during the past decade (Table 2), which may be
due, in part, to an increased number of observers. In the past decade, 45% of the
observations have occurred in the spring.

No verified breeding records of American woodcock in Nebraska were found
reported in the literature although both Rapp et al. (1958) and Johnsgard (1979)
considered this species an accidental or occasional breeder in eastern Nebraska
along wooded streams. The only documentations of possible breeding records oc-
curred in the early 1900’s (Swenk 1934) and in 1972 (Anon. 1974; Table 1).

The present record of breeding woodcock is based on observations made on 6
July 1978 along the Platte River in Merrick County (sections 30 and 31, T 12N,
R 7 W). Three flying chicks were flushed from a willow (Sa/ix sp.) thicket adjacent
to the river. They were nearly adult-sized but still had downy-head plumage
characteristic of older chicks. One week earlier I had observed an adult woodcock
within 300 m of this site. This area was visited the following spring and on 12
April 1979, four singing males were heard. Courtship grounds were located in
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