


Coast; his attempts to preserve the California redwoods, for example, resulted in
millions of acres being set aside as the White River, Shoshone, and Teton
National Forests, and led to creation of the National Forest System. Later, Muir
helped organize the Sierra Club, becoming the club’s first president and standard
bearer in the fight to preserve and enlarge Y osemite National Park.

I especially enjoyed the book’s accounts of Muir’s dealings with other prom-
inent conservationists such as Joseph LeConte and Asa Gray. One of Muir’s
many trips to Alaska led to a friendship with C. Hart Merriam, who recommend-
ed Muir to President Theodore Roosevelt as an authority on the *‘grim realities of
wilderness destruction.”” Muir’s meeting with the President contributed to the
designation of 148 million acres as new National Forest lands, the **Monument
and Antiquities Act,”’ and 23 National Monuments.

The fight against a proposed dam on the valley in Yosemite was, despite its
ultimate failure, one of Muir’s greatest struggles. Then President Taft spent a day
in Yosemite with Muir as his guide; this led to a long series of postponements in
the project before it was finally approved by President Wilson in 1919. Mean-
while, Muir worked with others toward establishment of a National Park Service.
A bill creating the Service was introduced in 1916, not quite 2 years after Muir’s
death from pneumonia on Christmas Eve, 1914, *“ . . . with proof sheets of
Travels in Alaska spread out on his bed.”

Although this informative book is particularly appropriate for persons in-
terested in the Yosemite National Park region and the Sierra Club, I recommend
it as a well-written and inspirational biography of one of the West’s most in-
fluential pioneers in conservation.

Ben Pinkowski
Fort Berthold College Center
New Town, North Dakota 58763
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