


This population of pine grosbeaks remained in the study area until the second
week of March. They begin returning north in late winter throughout their
range, the actual date depending on the latitude (Brooks 1956, Ely 1961).

Pulliainen (1974) presents evidence that pine grosbeaks may select for the
most nutritious food available, while Bent et al. (1968) suggest that local con-
ditions of abundance and availability govern the selection of food. My observations
on the feeding behavior of the pine grosbeak support the latter hypothesis. It is
likely that abundance and availability are the more important factors affecting food
selection, especially under severe cold weather conditions when eating the foods
that are the easiest to obtain can maximize energy intake.
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