
Table 1. Organochlorine compounds in the brain of a great blue heron shot in 
Oneida County , Wisconsin . 

Chemical ppm in brain (wet weight) 

p,p ' DDE 8600 
p,p ' DD D 3.10 
p,p' DDT 0.72 
Dieldrin 0.82 
Heptach lor epoxide 0.23 
cis' Chlordane l AO 
cis·N onachlor 0.16 
Toxaphene 0.99 
PCB 4.60 

limit of 0.1 ppm . Other chemicals included in the analysis were likewise not suf­
ficientl y high to cause debilitation. 

Although Eustrongylides was not the cause of death , it was apparently the 
cause of the moribund condition of this heron . It is evident that this nematode 
exists further westward than known previously. Young herons have been shown 
to become debilitated by this parasite when in the vicinity of infected areas , 
however, no known epizootics have occurred in Wisconsin from Eustrongylides 
to date . Th e debilitating effects of this nematode, however , could predispose these 
birdsto disease or predation . 
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