


Table 1. Mean (+SD) red fox carcass weights and relative fat ratings by age-

class and sex.

Males Females
Carcass Relative Carcass Relative
Age-Class Weights Fat Ratings Weights Fat Ratings
0.5 4356 + 529V 1.27 +1.04 3724 + 480 1.33 £ 1.02
(317) (317) (250) (250)
1.5 4664 + 454 1.33 = 1.09 3730 = 495 1.13 + 0.89
( 30) ( 30) ( 45) ( 45)
203 4661 + 504 1.27 £ 092 3963 x 400 1.83 + 0.97
( 48) ( 48) ( 36) ( 36)
3.5 4869 + 565 0.95 £ 1.00 4035 + 566 093 + 0.88
( 20) ( 20) ( 15) (15
>3.5 4973 + 928 1.27 £ 1.23 4173 + 593 1.38 = 1.02
( 18) (18) (16) ( 16)

! Sample size in parentheses.

that prediction of age-class of an individual fox from weight would be impossible.
A possible explanation for age-related weight increases could be increased
amounts of body fat deposition in older animals; however, there were no pro-
gressive increases in amounts of body fat in relation to increasing age in either
males (r = 0.38) or females (r = 0.10) (Table 1). Weight increases apparently
result from slow growth of various organs or tissues. Consideration should be
given to age-class when weights of large numbers of carcasses are needed in
other studies or when live foxes are used in physiological studies.
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