
Our results for red-winged blackbirds are similar to those reported from Utah 
(Fautin 1941) where orthopterans (grasshoppers) and coleopterans (terrestrial 
beetles) were the primary components , by frequency, of nestling diets. In 
Washington , redwings were fed a similar amount of lepidopterans (30% by 
frequency), fewer orthopterans (2%) , and larger quantities of odonates (37%) 
(Orians and Hom 1969). Marsh-nesting redwings in Connect icut likewise con­
sumed many odonates (37% of diet by frequency ) (Robertson 1973). 

Diets of yellow-headed blackbird nestlings on the playas , as measured by 
volume , differed substanti ally from that reported elsewhere . Orthopterans formed 
only 1% (Orians and Hom 1969) or 2% (Willson 1966) of the diet in 
Washington. In these studies , the most important prey fed to nestling yellowheads 
was odonates (56% , Orians and Hom 1% 9 ; 64%, Willson 1966) whereas they 
were a relatively unimportant prey (4% volume) on the playas. 

The greater volume and frequency of primarily terrestrial prey fed to nestlings 
on the playa lakes probably resulted from adults foraging in the sur roun ding 
croplands. Each day th roughout the study we observed adult blackbirds of both 
species flying back and forth from the cropland to the playas to feed their young. 
Likewise , Weins (1965), Snelling (1%8), and Robertson (1973) reported that 
redwings obtained the bulk of their foods in the habitats bordering nesting 
marshes. 

The nestling diets of each species overlapped broadly with index values of 0.68 
for total amounts (volume) of prey and 0.6 2 for the frequency of prey. These 
values are somewhat lower than that reported by Orians and Hom (1969) for red­
wings and yellowheads in Washington (0.79). 
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