


and those from Luverne in 1968 and 1973. These records plus others from the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (C. Henderson, pers. comm.)
suggest a recent southwestward range extension into southern Minnesota. Thus
the lowa colony reported here may have been formed by dispersers from the near-
by Minnesota sites.

In Minnesota, sheep pastures, roadside ditches, dry upland pasture and
closely grazed sod are the preferred sites of colonies (Minnesota Dept. Nat. Re-
sources). Because much of northwestern Iowa has similar short grass habitat,
Richardson’s ground squirrel may be found elsewhere in that region, as well as
adjacent Nebraska and South Dakota. During the summer of 1980, for example,
Spengler saw ‘‘tawny’” ground squirrels in road ditches in Osceola County south
of the present colony. In June 1980, Lampe examined two burrows 100 m apart
in a grazed cattle pasture located 2 mi. W Larchwood, Lyon County, lowa,
which appeared to be those of this squirrel. The resident farmer (F. Hohman) at
the latter site reported an ‘‘unusual tawny”’ ground squirrel.

While our data are too limited to characterize the sex ratio, females may be
more numerous in the Towa colony. Unequal sex ratios with a preponderance of
females were noted in Alberta and Saskatchewan populations (Schmutz et al.
1979, Michener and Michener 1977, respectively). In these Canadian
populations, adult males were more susceptible to predation due to earlier
emergence from hibernation and greater amounts of above ground movement
than females (Schmutz et al, 1979).

Of the four specimens preserved in museurn collections, two are housed at the
University of Iowa and one each at Buena Vista College, Storm Lake, Iowa and
Central College, Pella, Jowa. Ectoparasites collected from these specimens include
the flea, Opisocrostis bruneri, and the mite, Androluelaps fabrenholzi.
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