


sort; indeed, some border on excellence. However, I must take exception with
a few illustrations. The most bothersome to me is the similarity in head size
of our two North American eagles. I have found the much smaller head and
beak of golden eagles to be an excellent aid in distinguishing them from bald
eagles. This difference is not made clear in the text or plates. There are other
plates with minor problems which should have little effect on actual field iden-
tification but nevertheless detract from their overall attractiveness. In particular,
I found the head and bill of the Carolina and black-capped chickadees to be
too broad and at an improper angle. Likewise, the head and bill of the can-
vasback lack the characteristic sloping head profile. T found the three plates on
owls very good, except that all but three of the species ate illustrated from the
neck up. Granted. most field characters for these species are included; however,
body size and shape and such field characters as tail and leg length are lacking
in the plates.

Because no book review would be complete without making note of at least
one insignificant mistake, I should point out the spotbill duck illustrated in the
plate of exotics on page 302. The text reference number for this bitd is buried
in its breast feathers making it a bit difficult to detect.

In this, the fourth edition of his field guide, Peterson claims his most famous
work “has come of age.” I agree that this edition is a vast improvement and
is in fact a new book more than it is a revision. Sull, the age-old complaints
linger. One must have two Peterson field guides to cover the North American
avifauna as opposed to a single guide for, say, the Golden series. Peterson claims
there is simply too much to cover in a single field guide and he may be right.
However, a single field guide to purchase, “learn,” take on a bird trip, poten-
tially lose or misplace, etc., makes life much simpler, at least for me. Possibly
even greater complaints were the separation of text from plates and a lack of
range maps. The text and plate problem is a thing of the past, and there are
now up-to-date range maps. However, we are faced with more page flipping
to find range maps for each species.

All of this leaves me pleased but just a little bit disappointed. This edition
could have been even better. As it stands, I consider the fourth edition a very
useful work for beginners and experts alike. Surely such up-to-date range maps
by themselves are worth the purchase price. There is, in addition, much more
offered here.

Jonathan M. Andrew
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center
Jamestown, North Dakota 58401
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