
MIDWESTERN TURTLES 

Turtles in Kansas. Janal ee P. Caldwell and Joseph T. Collins. 1981. AMS Publica­
tions , RR 2, Box 1, Lawrence, Kansas. 67 pages. $5.25 (paper) . 

The preface to this book is an excellent selection from the masterful writing 
of Archie Carr , providing a fining background for a study of th ese magnificent ­
ly conservative vertebrates. The introd uction briefly outlines the book and 
presents a few of the interesting adaptations of turtles. I would have liked to 
have seen even more of the latter. What is mentioned is well written and of 
interest to anyone. The use of both techn ical and non -technical keys is an in­
terest ing idea and appears worthwhile . 

The phorographs are superb. The book is worth the price for these alone. 
The format is excellent ; th e maps are easy to read altho ugh somewhat imprecise 
as a result of the large dots used to indicate locations. Most people, when check­
ing the identification of a specimen they have found , will compare the specimen 
with photographs rather than use a key. To facilitate th is, pho tographs are often 
published as a group in field guides. In this book the same end is accomplished 
by placing th e photographs on the right-hand page, making them easy to scan, 
yet keeping them with the text. This is an excellent idea and well worth the 
extra paper It costs. 

The print is large and easy to read. 

My negative comments are minor and most are a matter of taste. The descrip­
tions are adequate , especially considering that the readers are expected to be 
primarily non-biologists. I would prefer to have words like plastron, defined 
in a drawing such as the one on page 61, presented prior to descriptions of 
animals. It seems awkward to break a descripti on with a definition such as is 
done on page 3. It seems perhaps inconsistent to define plastron but not rugose 
in the preceding sent ence. To me the most distinctive feature of a snapping 
turtle's tail , other than its length . is not th e ventral plates but the prominent 
dorsal plates which are not mentioned in the text. The short discussions of habitat , 
reproduction , food ha bits, and defense mechanisms are interesting but perhaps 
shorter than necessary, much useful inform ation being omi tted. I do not under­
stand the reason , for example, of mentioning egg shell texture for Macroclemys 
but not Chelydra. Comparisons of egg shells would be of use to fishermen and 
others who often see turtle nests. The same is true for Trionyx muticus and some 
others whose eggs are quit e distinctive. 

For non-biologists it is sometimes important to overstress some facts, for ex­
ample that three-toed box turtles are not aquatic and that specimens placed in 
water will drown or at least develop edema and probably die. 

Other comm ents listed by page are as follows: 
p .� 11 - Redundancies like "It ranges from yellow to brown in color ' are 

partly a matter of writing style, but they detract somewhat. 
p .� 13 The re are numerous instances in the text where the works ofothers 

are cited; for example , on page 13 it says "in a study done in 
Oklahoma." I regret the decision not to cite the studies . 
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p . 16 -� Several stu d ies (New Mexico, O klahoma) show nesti ng of 
Kinosternon flaoes cens fla oescens {Q be be in May and]une, rarely 
July and nor J uly and Aug ust as reported on page 16 . 

p .� 25 I do not agree that Terrapene ornata is the most common reptile 
in Kansas. I woul d be surprised if they ace more numerous than 
painted turtles and certainly they ace not more numerous than 
many snakes and lizards. They are probably th e most commonly 
see n . 

p . 40 -� While the level of writing is geared to the no nprofessional, an in ­
consistency exists when plant food is given for various turtle species . 
Here only scient ific names are used . Commo n names for many of 
these species would be more meaningful to most people . Again , 
citation of lite rature would make these data of much greater value 
to workers in the field . 

p . 47 -� It migh t be worth me nt ioning that the melani sm of Pseudemys 
scripta is much more extreme with old adult m ales than with old 
adult fema les. 

p .� 52 The shape and texture of Trionyx eggs are diagnostic in many 
places. This is discussed with most other turtles but not T. muticus. 

p . 59 -� The key to live ad ult turtles is useful and pract ical. However , I 
question the lack of a d istinct , movable hi nge as a key character 
for stinkpors. The hinges are not very movable . but that character 
requires experience that most readers will not possess. The technical 
key is excellent . Present ing both is a good idea . 

In general, the book is excellent for th e pu rpose it was written . My only signifi­
cant criticism is the om ission of literature citations that would grea tly increase 
the value of the publ ication to peop le not fam iliar with the literatu re dealing 
with Kansas herps. 

Jame s L.� Christiansen 
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Des Moines, Iowa 50311 
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