
p . 16 -� Several stu d ies (New Mexico, O klahoma) show nesti ng of 
Kinosternon flaoes cens fla oescens {Q be be in May and]une, rarely 
July and nor J uly and Aug ust as reported on page 16 . 

p .� 25 I do not agree that Terrapene ornata is the most common reptile 
in Kansas. I woul d be surprised if they ace more numerous than 
painted turtles and certainly they ace not more numerous than 
many snakes and lizards. They are probably th e most commonly 
see n . 

p . 40 -� While the level of writing is geared to the no nprofessional, an in ­
consistency exists when plant food is given for various turtle species . 
Here only scient ific names are used . Commo n names for many of 
these species would be more meaningful to most people . Again , 
citation of lite rature would make these data of much greater value 
to workers in the field . 

p . 47 -� It migh t be worth me nt ioning that the melani sm of Pseudemys 
scripta is much more extreme with old adult m ales than with old 
adult fema les. 

p .� 52 The shape and texture of Trionyx eggs are diagnostic in many 
places. This is discussed with most other turtles but not T. muticus. 

p . 59 -� The key to live ad ult turtles is useful and pract ical. However , I 
question the lack of a d istinct , movable hi nge as a key character 
for stinkpors. The hinges are not very movable . but that character 
requires experience that most readers will not possess. The technical 
key is excellent . Present ing both is a good idea . 

In general, the book is excellent for th e pu rpose it was written . My only signifi­
cant criticism is the om ission of literature citations that would grea tly increase 
the value of the publ ication to peop le not fam iliar with the literatu re dealing 
with Kansas herps. 
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