


Table 1. Species and numbers of birds observed in belt transects in two dry
semipermanent marshes on the Burke Game Production Area, Miner
County, South Dakota, June 1981.

Number of Individuals

Species June 11 June 26
Ring-necked pheasant

(Phasianus colchicus) 0 2
Mourning dove

(Zenaida macroura) 0 2
Eastern Kingbird

(Tyrannus tyrannus) 2 0
Western Kingbird

(Tyrannus verticalis) 0 3
Common yellowthroat

(Geothlypis trichas) 49 34
Western meadowlark

(Sturnella neglecta) 2 3
Red-winged blackbird

(Agelaius phoenicens) 45 46
Brown-headed cowbird

(Molothrus ater) 20 37
Dicksissel

(Spiza americana) 0 7
American goldfinch

(Carduelis tristis) 9 6
Swamp Sparrow

(Melospiza georgiana) 3 1
Song sparrow

(Melospiza melodia) 11 14
Unidentified birds 1 1

Total individuals 142 156

throats, red-winged blackbirds, and brown-headed cowbirds. Song sparrows
and American goldfinches were the next most abundant species. Dickcissels wete
not observed during the first survey, but seven were seen on the 26 June survey.
Three or fewer individuals of the remaining six species were observed on both
dates.

Typical waterbirds observed in prairie pothole marshes by Weller and Spatch-
er (1965), Krapu and Duebbert (1974), Weber (1978), and Duebbert (1981),
were absent from the dry marshies surveyed in this study. Of the 12 species ob-
served, only the red-winged blackbird, common yellowthroat, and swamp spar-
row could be considered typical wetland species. Red-winged blackbird and com-
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mon yellowthroat frequently breed in upland habitats (Krapu and Duebbert
1974, Whitney et al. 1978, Duebbert 1981) and the swamp spatrow does so
occasionally (Blankespoor 1980). The remaining nine species observed nest in
a diversity of upland habitats; however, American goldfinches and song spar-
rows prefer aquatic edge habitats (Bent 1968a, b, Whitney et al. 1978).

The most abundant species, with the exception of the brown-headed cowbird,
were those that are typical wetland nesters (red-winged blackbitd and commeon
yellowthroat). The aquatic edge species (Ametrican goldfinch and song sparrow)
were the next most 2bundant. Excepting the swamp sparrow, the species observed
in low numbets of individuals are diversified upland nesters.
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