


NEST HABITAT

Hardwood draws were important to Swainson's hawks and red-tailed hawks,
especially woody draws surrounded by native prairie. Nest materials were prin-
cipally vegetative remains of previous growing seasons, although new material
was added to each nest site in 1981. All nests were stick structures except for
the prairie falcon cliff eyrie which contained a sand substrate. Most nests were
in tall green ash or American elm trees and averaged 10.7 m (range 6.6 to 16.5
m) above ground. All tree nests were located within prairie (Table 2). Seventy
percent of the tree nests were surrounded by more than 55% prairie land (range
58-88%). Tree nests in hardwood draws were not surrounded by a significant
higher percentage of prairie than five randomly selected hardwood draws. The
amount of agricultural disturbed land within a 1.6 km area of tree nests ranged
from 10% to 49% . In Colorado, Olendotff (1973) found 58% of the ferruginous
hawk nests in grassland. Tree nests of ferruginous hawks in South Dakota were
not usually located within prairie, but all tree nests were within 1 km of prairie
ot grassland (Lokemoen and Duebbert 1976).

Table 2. Percent land use within 1.6 km area surrounding raptor nest sites.

Agricultural
Nest site Number Native prairie Woodland disturbed

of nests Percent Range Percent Range Percent Range

Swainson's

hawk 6 62 45-88 5 2-8 33 10-49
Red-tailed

hawk 3 68 43-84 5 3-7 27 13-51
Ferruginous

hawk 1 79 - 1 — 20 .
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