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Ni netee n areas were inclu de d in Ch ristm as Bird Counts in North Dak ota 
in 1981 (Figure I ) . O ne of these was a new count at Minot, wh ile one at O akes, 
alt houg h ne w (Q thes e annual sum maries. had been made for th e first rim e in 
1980 . The count at Tewa u kon Na tiona l Wi ld life Refu ge was resum ed after not 
having been made for several years. Two areas th at were counted in 1980 were 
m issed this year because of adverse weather condi tio ns. 

Figu re 1. Location of Cou nt Areas 

1.� Medora 10 . Leeds 
2.� North Unit, Theodore Roosevelt II . Sullys H ill National Game� 

Nat ional Park Preserve� 
3.� Des Lacs Nat ional 12. Arro ww ood Nat ional� 

W ild life Refuge W ild life Refug e� 
4.� Hazen 13. J am estow n 
5.� Upper Sou ris N arional 14. Oakes� 

W ildl ife Refug e 15. Valley City� 
6.� Ga rrison Dam 16. Mayville-Por tland 
7. Minot� 17 . Tewauk on Na tional 
8.� Bism arck-Mandan W ildlife Refuge 
9 . ). Clar k Salyer National 18 . Grand Forks-East Grand Forks 

W ild life Refuge 19 . Fargo- Moorhead 
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A total of 244 pe rsons were listed as observers on th e 19 counts. Th e actual 
nu mber of people involved was somewhat less since a few of the m participated 
in coun ts in more tha n one area and thev were th erefore count ed more tha n 
once . Eighty-six species and races of bird; were seen and a tot al of )5,S5) in ­
dividuals was counted. One of the species reponed was seen only during the 
period bur not on the day of the official count . Th e variety of birds as well as 
the number of individua ls was down from a year ago in sp ite of the fact that 
there was on e more area coun ted. The observers spent 659 hou rs afield an d at 
feeders and covered 4,4n miles by auro mobile and afoor. 

Three species were new to the State Christmas Bird Cou nt list. Th ese were 
th e oldsquaw. California gull and the osprey. The first two were seen with other 
d ucks and gulls along th e open water of the Missour i River immediately below 
Garrison Dam. Th e osprey was rep orted on th e Valley City count whe re it was 
seen north of the city by several observers. 

Several counting locations added species to their local lists. Some of these 
were the rufou s-sided towhee at J amestown and Mayville-Penland. a rare varied 
th rush at Leeds, the saw-whet owl at Garrison Dam and one at Upper Souris 
National Wildlife Refuge. Fargo-Moorhead reported the Canada goose and prairie 
falcon as being new to their list , and Ja mestown added the long-eared owl. Three 
new raptors were added to th e Garrison Dam list - the goshawk, Cooper's hawk 
and the merlin , and a red- tai led hawk was new at Upper Souris. Th e hawk owl 
reported from Sullys Hill was present for several days and was confirmed by several 
obse rvers an d was photographed. 

Th e 15 bald eagles listed was the largest num ber ever seen dur ing No rth 
Dakot a Christmas Bird Counts and they were reported from 6 different loca­
tio ns. Go lden eagles were also repor ted in great er than usual nu mbers with 17 
seen in 4 areas . Several othe r species were no ted to be more nume rous than dur­
ing any previous Ch ristmas Bird Count in certain areas. These were [he rock 
dove. starling and (fee sparrow at Fargo-Moor head ; snow bunting and robin at 
G rand Forks; red -breasted nut hatch at Iamcsrown: golden eagle. rock dove, great 
ho rned owl, magpie, com mon redpoll and snow bunt ing at Upper Souris Na­
tional Wi ld life Refug e, and the Townsend 's solitaire at Medo ra. 

Among those species with notably low nu mbers was the horned lark with 
significant numbers on ly at Bismarck-Mandan . Hazen and Valley City. Black­
capped chickadees and white-breasted nut hatches were bo th much lower in 
numb ers th an during the past two years at several locations across th e state . Both 
th e hairy an d downy woodpecker were lower in num ber seen per party hour 
than in any year since 1976. 

Manv cou nts were made under less th an desirable weather cond itions with 
Gr and F~ rks repon ing a wind chill of -35 at noon on the day of the count while 
an actual low temperatu re of -25 was recorded at both Hazen and). Clark Salyer 
Nat ional W ild life Refuge . Th e count at the No rth Unit of Theodore Roosevelt 
Nat ional Park was somewhat restricted because of ext remely icy con ditions. In 
spite of these cond itions bot h Bisma rck-Mandan and Leeds reported the greatest 
number of species ever recorded in those areas, and Fargo-Moorhead tied It S 

highest number of species in its 45 years of counti ng. 
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