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A total of 244 persons were listed as observers on the 19 counts. The actual
number of people involved was somewhat less since a few of them participated
in counts in more than one area and they were therefore counted more than
once, Bighty-six species and races of birds were seen and a toral of 55,855 in-
dividuals was counted. One of the species reported was seen only during the
period but not on the day of the official count. The variety of birds as well as
the number of individuals was down from a year ago in spite of the fact that
there was one more area counted. The observers spent 659 houts afield and at
feeders and covered 4,477 miles by automobile and afoort.

Three species were new to the State Christmas Bird Count list. These were
the oldsquaw, California gull and the osprey. The first two were seen with other
ducks and gulls along the open water of the Missouri River immediately below
Garrison Dam. The osprey was reported on the Valley City count where it was
seen north of the city by several observers.

Several counting locations added species to their local lists. Some of these
were the rufous-sided towhee at Jamestown and Mayville-Portland, a rare varied
thrush at Leeds, the saw-whet owl at Garrison Dam and one at Upper Soutis
National Wildlife Refuge. Fargo-Moorhead reported the Canada goose and prairie
falcon as being new to their list, and Jamestown added the long-eared owl. Three
new raptors were added to the Gatrison Dam list — the goshawk, Cooper’s hawk
and the merlin, and a red-tailed hawk was new at Upper Souris. The hawk owl
reported from Sullys Hill was present for several days and was confirmed by several
observers and was photographed.

The 15 bald cagles listed was the largest number ever seen during North
Dakota Christmas Bird Counts and they were reported from ¢ different loca-
tions. Golden eagles wete also reported in greater than usual numbers with 17
seen in 4 areas. Several other species were noted to be mote numerous than dur-
ing any previous Christmas Bird Count in certain ateas. These were the rock
dove, starling and tree sparrow at Fargo-Moorhead; snow bunting and robin at
Grand Forks; red-breasted nuthatch at Jamestown; golden eagle, rock dove, great
hotned owl, magpie, common redpoll and snow bunting at Upper Souris Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, and the Townsend's solitaire at Medora.

Among those species with notably low numbers was the horned lark with
significant numbers only at Bismarck-Mandan, Hazen and Valley City. Black-
capped chickadees and white-breasted nuthatches were both much lower in
numbers than during the past two years at several locations across the state. Both
the hairy and downy woodpecker were lower in number seen per party hour
than in any year since 1976.

Many counts were made under less than desirable weather conditions with
Grand Forks repotting a wind chill of -35 at noon on the day of the count while
an actual low temperature of -25 was recorded at both Hazen and J. Clark Salyer
National Wildlife Refuge. The count at the North Unit of Theodore Roosevelt
National Park was somewhar restricted because of extremely icy conditions. In
spite of these conditions both Bismarck-Mandan and Leeds reported the greatest
number of species ever recorded in those areas, and Fargo-Moothead tied its
highest number of species in its 45 years of counting.
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