


erected on one WPA. We maintained and examined the structures during the
nesting seasons of 1980 and 1981. No duck use occurred either year on any of
the structures. Eight covered cones and 17 covered cylinders erected on WPAs
in the Kulm Wetland Management District, North Dakota received no use dur-
ing the same two year period (F. G. Maiss, pers. commun.).

During the four year study by Doty (1979) the average use of cones and
cylinders was 46% and 14%, respectively. It is possible that ducks already
habituated to the open-top structures on the same study area shifted to the new
types of structures. Lee et al. (1967) reported that ducks did not use any of 74
covered mailbox type structures during the first nesting season after installation
and used only one during the following nesting season. Similarly, R. Barract
(pers. commun.) found no duck use of covered structures on Iowa wetlands.

In contrast to the low usage of covered structures by ducks, the open-top
structures have had from 44% to 120% usage (120% usage obtained by con-
sidering two clutches hatched from the same structure) during the first nesting
season after installation (Lee et al. 1967, R. Barratt pers. commun.).

Elevated structures can provide secure nesting sites for waterfowl and theit
application may increase in the future as attempts are made to improve watet-
fowl] production on managed areas. From our experience with covered structures,
it is apparent that their installation should not be recommended at this time,
If duck nest structures are to be installed on managed areas. the open-top basket
is still the best available design. Wildlife managers will have to accept the
possibility of avian predation, and deal with it accordingly if it becomes as setious
problem.

We thank F. B. Lee and R. J. Greenwood for commenting on this manuscript.
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