
before th eir nam e in th e lise. Includ ing those with inferred breeding status, at 
least 223 species can now be con sidered com pone nt s of th e breed ing avifaun a 
of North Dakota. 

TERMS 

Because of the varied na tu re of bird populations and movements, seasons 
are difficu lt to define. Many sho rebird species overlap their nort hward and 
sou thward migration s with the sum mer season . W hite-rum ped sandp iper and 
semipalm ated sand piper are on ly two of th e species that are regu larly fou nd 
migra ting no rt h in earl y and mid-Ju ne, whereas the lesser yellowlegs is regul ar­
ly fou nd in sout hward m igration during late j u ne. Most arctic nesti ng shore bird 
species on sou thward migrat ion are well-distribut ed across the State by mid-July. 
Realizing th at confusion rna}' occu r among observers if summer status is ind icated , 
we have d eferred from providi ng abu nd ance sta tu s during th e su mmer season . 
In general, the abunda nce classification for shorebirds during spring or fall m igra­
tion are app licable to no rthbound or sout h boun d birds du ring th e appropria te 
portion of the breeding season. For conform ity, seaso ns used in this report are 
de fin ed as: Sp ring - March 15-May 31; Su mmer - June I-J uly 31; Fall ­
Augu st t -N ovembcr 15; W in ter - Novem ber I 5-March 15. 

Term s used in relating relative abunda nce of each species accord ing to season 
arc adop ted primarily from Fames (198 1). 
Abundant (Ab) - A species tha t occurs in very large nu m bers and is easily ob ­

served because of its habits and conspicuo usness. 
Common (C) - A species th at occurs in large num bers. 
Fairly Com m on (F) - A species that occurs in fai r to mod erate nu m bers. 
Uncom mo n (U) - A species that occurs in low nu mbers. 
Rare (R) - A species th at occu rs yearly somew here in the State , but in very 

low num be rs. 
Occasional (0 ) - A rare species that occu rs at int ervals of 3-) yea rs. 
Accidental (Ac) - A species th at is not expected to occu r aga in or that occurs 

very infreque ntly . Th is classification includes species that have occu rred in 
the Sla te three or fewer t imes. 

Extirpated (E)- A species th at formerly occu rred naturally in the State . 

Alth ough occu rrence of many species is widesp read across th e State, others 
have eit he r a d iscon tinuous d istribution (e .g. , field spa rrow) or are h ighl y 
restr icted in their range. This aspen of bird d istribut ion po sed pro blems when 
assigning abundance classificat ions among species . For exam ple , the sage grouse 
is cons idered fai rly com mo n and the grea ter prairie-ch icken is uncommon . Both 
species are fairly easily found withi n their range; the grouse in the extreme 
sou thwest and the prair ie-chicken in th e extreme sou theast. Th roughout chis 
checklist , we have indicated the relative ab undan ce of spec ies tha t are locally 
more com mo n tha n elsewhere in the ir range with parentheses ( ), bracketing 
the season al abundance category. For the most part, d elineat ion of ranges for 
many of these species can be fou nd in Stewart (1975). 

Data used in assigning rela tive abunda nce categories for each species were 
derived from several sources. In addit ion to perso nal field experience in the Sta te 
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totalling 25 years betwe en the authors, we also contacted numerous observers 
across the State for their input. Important published information included papers 
by Stewart and Kan ttud (1972. 1973) and Stewart (1975). 

The taxonom ic order of species follows the most recent suppl ement to the 
American Ornithologists' Union Che ck-list (A.O.U . (982). 
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