
ADDITIONALNES T RECORD FOR RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH IN NORTH D AKOTA. 
- Kroodsma and Cassel (Auk 85: 510, 1968) report ed a singing red-br easted 
nu tha tch (Sitta canadensis) in the po nderosa pine '(Pinus ponderosa) of Slope 
County. Lambeth et al. (Prairi e Nat. 13:26, 1981) reported the first nest records 
for the red -breasted nuthatch in No rth Dakota from the same pine forest . Dur­
ingJ un e 1981, whil e conducting breeding bird censuses, I made two additional 
sighrings of this species nesting in the pine forest of Slope County. Both nests 
were on a 22 ha plot in the NW 'I,NW v.. Sec. 21, T130N R102W , 11 miles 
NW of Amidon. On June 5 and 6 I observed red -breasted nuthatches carrying 
insects to two separate nest holes. One nest hole was 2.3 ill above the ground 
in the tru nk of a decaying green ash (Fraxinus p ennsylvanica). Th e overall heig ht 
of th is tree was 7. 5 m and rhe diam eter at breast height was 18.5 em . The dimen­
sions of the nest hole entrance were 3.5 x 4 .0 em. Resin was smeared around 
the entrance (Bene, Life histories of Nonh Americannuthatches, wrens, thrashers, 
and their allies, U.S. Mus. Nat. Hist . Bull. No . 195, 1948). In th e same tree 
was another nest hole with the d ime nsions of 4 .5 x 3.8 ern. This ho le was 1.9 
ill above the ground . Red-breasted nuthatches were not seen using this ho le, 
however. Bent (op cit .) reported that red -breasted nutha tches will return ro the 
same tree to nest, but a new hole is usually excavated. This tree was in a ravine 
with mix ed-grass prairie to the south and pine on all other sides. The other ac­
tive nest ho le was 1.2 m above the ground in a ponderosa pine snag . The overall 
height of this snag was 2 .2 m and the diamerer at breast height was 20.5 ern . 
The dimensions of the nest hole entrance were 3.7 x 3.9 em . Resin was smeared 
around this nest hole also. There were two other nest holes in this snag and 
evidence th at two holes were begun but not fini shed . Th is snag was broke n off 
1 m above the active nest hole, apparen tly havi ng been struck by ligh tning. 
This nest was approximately 425 m from the previously discussed nest. This snag 
was surrounded on all sides by pon derosa pine forest. No egg s or young were 
seen at eithe r nest . Con side ring th ese eatly dates (june 5 and 6), the birds seen 
were likely males carrying food to incubat ing females (Iohnsgard , Birds of the 
Great Plains: breeding species and their distribut ion , pp . 306-307, 1979; Verner 
and Will son, Mating systems, sexual dimorphism , and the role of male North 
American Passerine birds in the nesting cycle. Ornirh. Monogr. No.9, p. 13, 
1969). Red-breasted nuthatches have nested on this plot for twO consecut ive years. 
The nesting dens ities have been seven and eight pairs per 40 ha for those years. 
Thanks to J. Frank Cassel for comme nts on this nore. Suppott has been provid­
ed by the U. S. Forest Service, Rapid City, Sourh Dakota. - Rick Hop kins, 
Zoology Dep t., N. Dak. St, Univ., Fargo, ND 58105. 




