


Chase Lake sandbar is underwarter and the size of the Mud Lake island decreases.
Dry conditions did, however, allow the bridging of location 7 to the shoreline
and permitted access to ground predators. Excluding island location 1 at Chase
Lake, hatching success was 34% at the refuge. Although this success is much
lower than the 88% success at Mud Lake, it is difficult, in one year’s study, to
assess the effects of predation on avocer populations.

Mud Lake Waterfowl Production Area was acquired under the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s Small Wetlands Acquisition Program as a waterfowl breeding
area. It is clear, however, that the area is also of greac value to breeding birds
other than waterfowl. Similarly, the Chase Lake NWR, established for the pro-
tection of the white pelican, has other important wildlife values. These wildlife
values become more important as the wildlife habitat base continues to shrink
in North Dakota.
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