


Weller expounds some personal philosophy in chapter 8 on Management
and restoration. 1 strongly concur with his statement, “A general philosophy
of management might be to leave well enough alone when a wetland 15 in a
natural state and seems productive, but use natural techniques when man-
influenced wetlands are not productive.” Weller is especially critical of level ditch-
ing, finding the product to be “esthetically unsatisfactory.” This problem,
however, may be of design racher than technique. Wetland restoration is treated
in terms of natural rejuvenation through the flooding of soils having rich “seed
banks” and the artificial creation of marshes following various human impacts.
In addition, Weller points to conflicts among interest groups regarding the use
of marshes, as well as the problems that have atisen in response to the introduc-
tions of exotic plants and animals.

In chapter 9, Marshes and man, Weller documents the dramatic reduction
in wetlands that is still occurring and relates the loss to decreases in some wildlife
populations. He speculates that massive losses in wetland habitat may account
for the endangered levels of several species. He also elucidates the obvious and
subtle benefits of marshes, bur does not bias the assessment by ignoting negative
aspects.

Weller opens the final chapter by expressing the fact that marshes have less
“water value” for most people than do lakes, although this attitude is changing
largely as a result of public education. He ends with a plea to establish a func-
tional national policy on wetland conservation and invites the reader to take
action In the crusade.

I detected a number of minor flaws in the book. Kev words are italicized
in the text, although the author states (p. 5) that they are underlined. Several
awkward sentences occur (e.g., to facilitate a grasp of some terminology and
various of the scientific perspective, . . . (p. 4); the muskrar lodge, a product
of the marsh and of a marsh specialist, the muskrat, . . . (p. 43). A confusing
sentence appears on p. 92: “In a recent study of public attitudes toward wildlife
and wildlife habitat, 57 percent of the respondents disagreed with the view that
we should fill and build over marshes, as long as endangered species weren't
involved.” References to literature are sometumes misnumbered in the text and
I was unable to find several references in the bibliography actually cited in the
text. The bibliography contains only a few errors.

[ recommend this book to nonspecialists as well as specialists in wetland-
related ficlds. Although seme professionals may criricize the book because of
its general scope, I found it informative and agree with Weller's statement,
... marsh specialists may find some of the viewpoints, data, or ideas given here
worth considering.” The bibliography will be uscful to any reader. The book
should be required reading for undergmduatc courses in waterfowl biology and
management and cnvironmental education. The paperback version is priced
within reason for university students. Nature centers are another appropriate
arena for distribucion. I urge specialists to bring this book to the atention of
Weller's target audience,

Society derives numerous benefits from wetlands. Books and other media
that communicate the hydrologic, commercial, recreational, and social benefits
of wetlands are desperately needed. Perhaps the ultimarte goal shold be to ex-
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press these benefits in monerary terms. Wetlands, one of our most valuable yet
largely unrecognized natural resources, are dwindling away and may shortly
become endangered. We must take action now to preserve this resource for the
furure. A wise man once said, “We don’t inherit the earth from our grandparents;
we borrow it from our children!”

Richard M. Kaminiski
Ducks Unlimited
Winnipeg, Manitaba R3T 2E2
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