


There are over 100 papers in these Proceedings that attempt to help readers
understand the problems involved in bird population estimation and the possi-
ble solutions to those problems. The value of these papers is enhanced by the
skillful way Ralph and Scott have compiled them to aid the reader in making
easy, thorough use of the contents.

The nine sessions have unambiguous titles leading the reader immediately
to the papers of interest: Estimating Relative Abundance, Estimating Birds Per
Unit Area, Comparison of Methods, Species Variability, Environmental In-
fluences, Observer Variability, Sampling Design, Data Analysis, and Overview.
Each session is preceded by introductory remarks and ends with two summaries,
one by a statistician and the other by a biologist. These summaries often serve
in pointing out the strengths and weaknesses of the papers and sometimes offer
alternative solutions or interprerations.

A welcome feature in these Proceedings is the Reader’s Guide, which is a
valuable replacement for an index, something often lacking 1n Proceedings. The
major headings are: Data Analysis; Count Period; Environmental Variables;
Habitat Correlates; Observers and Their Variability, Planning and Choosing
Methods; Sampling Design; Methods, Comparison; Methods, Review; and
Variability Between and Within Species.

The “Methods, Comparison” and “Methods, Review” entries in the Reader’s
Guide are useful to researchers attempting to choose an appropriate method
for their studies. The “Methods, Comparison™ is a chart designed for quick
discovery of which comparisons can be found in the Proceedings. For example,
on this chart the reader can find page numbers for six papers that compare the
territory mapping method with the fixed-width line transect. The “Methods,
Review” chart gives page numbers where the reader can find descriptions and
appraisals of the particular methods of interest, and how to perform the data
analysis.

Another useful feature in these Proceedings is a glossary, which covers the
common terms used in estimating numbers of birds. It should aid readers who
are unfamiliar with counting techniques and standardize meanings for terms
that are often used interchangeably in the literature.

All references are compiled at the end of the Proceedings and cover 40 pages.
This puts them in one easily reached location. However, compilation in this man-
ner makes it more difficult to look for literature citations related to a specific
method or bird category. For example, if the reader is interested in raptor counts,
he would have to turn to Fuller and Mosher’s paper on that subject and skim
through the text for citations (thete are 58 in just the first three pages), and
look up the titles in the back of the boaok, rather than look for them conven-
tently at the end of the paper.

Any person planning a study requiring estimating numbers of terreserial birds
should obrain a copy of these Proceedings and keep it as a handy reference. [t
is up to the field biologists to close the gap berween the state of the art and
the practice of the art.
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