
BOOK REVIEWS: 
FUR ANIMALS O F THE MIDWEST 

Midwest Furbearer Management . Glen C. Sande rson , edito r. 1982. North Cen­
tra l Section, Cen tra l Mou nt ain s and Plains Sect ion , and Kansas Cha pter of th e 
W ild life Society. 195 pages. $7 .00 (pa per: available from Ken Reynolds, Att er­
bury Fish and Wi ldl ife Atea, Edi n bu rgh , IN 46 124) . 

The th rust of the symposium p roceed ings is a review of the sta te of the art 
in fur bearer management. In thi s regard the pro ceed ings do an excellent job 
for th e midwestern area and elsewhere as well . Each paper in the proceed in gs 
is a valua ble contribu tion to a particu lar su bject. Included in th e proceedings 
are a paper offering a perspective on fu rbearer managemen t , and others dealing 
with de nsity est ima tion , populati on modeling , assessm ent of productivit y, use 
of harvest information , po pulation d ynamics. rabies in red fox, reint roductions 
of selected species, the pub lic and the fu rbearer resource, the fur market , a history 
of fu rbearer managem en t , and a specific histor y of pop u lation cha nges of one 
species (the red fox) in the m idwest. Not every aspect of fur bearers or furbearer 
management has been ad dressed , of course , but this was not the intended p ur ­
pose . Th e proceed ings id entify and exam ine a number of im port an t topics of 
management int erest to laymen and professionals alike, and do so in a mann er 
that should be easily unde rstood by almost everyone with an interest in fur bearers. 

Review papers such as these are often difficult to write even for indi viduals 
familiar with the topic covered . Many long and arduous hours of collecting in­
formation from widely diverse and often u nfam iliar sources are required to assem ­
ble a finished prod uct that accurate ly portrays the sta te of the art on th e topic. 
In th is effort th e contri bu ting authors have don e a commendable job . O ne can 
examine the literature cited section of each paper for addit ional or highly detailed 
informat ion on th e various aspects of furbeare r manag ement di scussed . 

Th e au th ors of th e papers merit some comment as well, for th ei r efforts are 
reflected in th e quality of the proceeding s. I know a num bet of them pesonally, 
an d I am acquainted with the quality of work of several others. As far as I am 
concerne d these authors rep resent some of the best p rofessional talent that is 
available anywhere tod ay in fu rbearer mana geme nt and research . 

All in all I th ink th e symposium p roceedings pro vid e conside rable inforrna­
tion on fu rbearers and fu rbearer manageme nt , and they should be useful for 
an yone int erested in furbe arers regardle ss of their specialty or level of int erest. 
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