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A previously unreported planr assem blage co-dom inated by big bluestem 
(Andropogon gerardt) and tufted hairgrass (Deschampsia caespitosa) was 
d iscovered two miles west of Pisek. The unusual co-dominance of tufted hairgrass 
represents a localized phenomenon associated with seepage from th e Fordville 
aqu ifer. 

The 8 ha (20 acre) tract lies a half mile east of a zone where Herman Beaches 
rest aga inst Ed in burg Moraine. Unde rlying th is ti ll-beach com plex is the Ford ­
ville Aqu ifer, which is known [Q have springs and seeps occurring at its eastern 
ma rgin s (John Blucm le. North Dakora Geological Survey, pers. com m.). Soils 
at the site are mapped as Borup silt loam and remained semi-satu rated at least 
through th e end of August in 1982. 

The near-level tract has been mowed and is nearly free of the red osier 
dogwood (Com us stolomfera) and willows (Salix spp .) that occur int ermittentl y 
on adjoining grazed land . Weedy species are present only sparsely at the marg ins. 
Similar occurrences of the assemblage have not been located . Most other haylands 
and rangelands in the area are degraded , and the majority of th e local lands 
have been convened (Q cropland . 

Over 6 of the 8 hectares are covered by the big bluesrern - tu fted hairgrass 
assem blage. At the north and northeast margins, Indian grass (Sorghasirum 
nu tans) is sole dominant. Bands of pra irie cordgrass (Sp artina peetinaia) cross 
the traer in two poorly. developed channels, also lining the roadside di tch. Local 
wet pa tches have Balt ic rush UuncuJ balticus), northern reedgrass (Calamagrotis 
i" exp am a), and sedges (Carex spp.). 

Tufted hairgrass is a circumboreai species that has been designated a dom i­
nant , co-domina nt, and cha racteristic species in various form s of community 
classification (Q the no rth, south . east . and wesr of No rth Dakota. In th e Rocky 
Mount ains, it rep resents a major compo nent of wet meadow communities at 
sub-alpine and mont ane elevatio ns (Mueggler and Stewart 1980, Shute 198 1, 
Baker 1982). Similarly. it is foun d as a dom inant in rhe upper elevation meadows 
of the Black Hills in South Dakota (John ston 1982). In low elevation habitats 
ir occurs as a frequent component of cliff communities on the Precambrian Shield 
in Ont ario (Walshe 1980) . It is also recognized as a domi nant of seasonally wet 
meadow in Oreg on (Franklin and D yrness 1973) an d as a characteristic species 
associated with prairie cordgrass and wooly sedge (Carex lanuginosa) in wet 
prairies over dolom ite in Illinois (W hite and Mad any 1978) . 

In North Dak ot a. tufted hairgrass has bee n report ed as a co-dominant with 
rushes and sedges in a Bur ke County seepage site (Hegstad 1973). The new repo rt 
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of its co-dominance with the True Prairie species, big bluestem, marks an unusual 
assemblage with no clear counterpa rt . 

Visits were made onJ uly 6, 1982 and August 23, 1982 to compile the follow­
ing species list . 

AgosenJ glauca (Heidel #220), Agropyron camnum (Heidel #26 7). A nem one 
canadensis, Androp ogon gerardi, Ap ocynum sibiricurn, Asclepias speciosa, Aster 
ericoides, Astasp., Brornus inermis, Caiamsgrostis inexpansa. Campanula rotun­
difoiia, Carex aurea. Carex communis (Heidel #2 17), Carex spp., Cicuta 
maculata, Cirsium undulatum, Comandra pallida, Comus stoloni/era, 
Cypnpedium eandidum , Descbampsia caesp itosa (Heidel #219), Eleoeharis sp ., 
Equisetum hyemale , Enop horum viridi-can'natum , Calium boreale , Gentiana 
andrewsii , Helianthus sp. , Hiercbloe odorata (Heidel #218), Hordeum j ubalu m , 
Hypo xis birsura, [ uncus ba/t ieus, Koeleria cristata, Lathyrus palustris, Lllium 
phtladelphieum, Linum ngidum, Lycop us americanus, Me/ilotus alba, Melr/otus 
officinalis, Muhlenbergia sp. , Panicum cap tilare, Panicum virgatum, Parnassia 
glauca (Heidel #265), Parthenocissus integrifolia , Petalosrernurn eandidum, 
Petalostemum purpureum , Poa palustris, Potenzilla sp., Prenanthes racemose 
(Heidel #268), Salt" spp. , Scirp »s spp .. Senec io aureus, SrJyn·nchium 
angustlloNum, Sium suave, Solidago sp. . Sorghastrum nutans, Stipa spartea , 
Thalictrum dasycarp um , Zigadenus elegans , Zizia aptera . 
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