


Seabloom et al. (1978: 486) found no amphibians or reptiles in the hard-
wood draw habitat. I collected three reptiles from this habitat. All three species
were snakes. Seabloom et al. (1978: 486) reported one species of reptile from
the floodplain woodlands. I found two amphibians and four reptiles utilizing
the floodplain deciduous woodlands. Like Seabloom et al. (1978: 486), I found
no amphibians ot reptiles in the juniper woodlands.

SUMMARY

This paper summatizes some preliminary information on the habitat affinities
of the herpetofauna of the natural biotic communities of the Theodore Roosevelt
National Park. The species richness of the herpetofauna was similar in the steppe,
shrub-steepe, and floodplain woodland habitats, but individuals were seemingly
more abundant in the shrub-steppe habitat. Four species were generally associated
with aquatic habitars, three were found primarily in the steppe and shrub-steppe
habitats, and six were wide ranging in a variety of habitats. No herpetiles were
observed in the juniper woodland habitat either year. The difference between
preferred habitats and only marginal habitats, and the role of herpetiles in the
ecosystem, will be understood only through long-term studies.
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