
especially the badlands along the Little Missouri River (Wheeler and Wheeler 
1966 , Seabloom et al. 1978). The shorr-horn ed lizard and sagebrush lizard oc­
cup ied similar habitars , dr y upland steppe or shrub-steppe habitats, on rugged 
terrain (Table 1). Neith er species was common and the inconspicuousness of 
these species may have precluded more observations being made . The sagebrush 
lizard was collected in the North Unit of the Park near locations where Wheeler 
(1954) collected th is species. 

Diverse Habitat A.rsociations. Most of the herpetiles ob served occupied several 
habitats. In North Dakota, the plains spad efoor is restricted to the southwestern 
qu arter of the state (Wheeler and Wheeler 1966) . Only two specimens of this 
species were collected , Doe in th e steppe hab itat, the other near a floodplain 
deciduous woodland (Table 1). The plains spadefoot typically inhabirs grasslands; 
however , poorly drained areas on th e floodpl ain may provide pot ential breeding 
sites. 

The Woodhouse 's toad is restricted to southwestern North Dakota where it 
may be locally ab undant (Wheeler an Wheeler 1966, Seabloom et al . 1978). 
It occurred in diverse habitats througour the Park and was the most abundant 
herpetile observed (Table 1). This species was nearly eq ually ab undant in th e 
shrub-steppe and floodplain deciduous woodland habitats (Table 1). 

The western hognose snake was rarely observed . Of the two observations 
made , one was in the steppe habitat and the other was near a stand of cotton­
woods on the floodplain of th e Little Missouri River (Table 1). This species is 
likely to be found most often in the steppe habitat. 

Th e gopher snake and racer are found primarily in the southwestern quarter 
of North Dako ta , especially the badlands area (wheeler and Wheeler 1966). These 
species occupied a variety of habitats. Although similar habitats were occupied , 
the racer was more common in th e shrub-steppe habitat and the gopher snake 
was more common in th e floodplain deciduous woodland habitat (Table 1). 
, The western rattle snake is locally common in the river breaks of southwestern 
North Dakota , where it occupies a wide range of habitats during the summer 
months (Seabloom et a1. 1978). While it occurs in a variety of habitats (Tabl e 
1), I observered th e western rattlesnake most often in the shrub-steppe habitat. 
Comparison With O ther Studies. 

The habirats surveyed in this srudy generally supported a more varied herpero­
faun a th an did similar habitats surveyed by Seabloom et al. (1978: 386). In this 
stu dy I found fewer total species in th e aquatic habitats than did Seabloom et 
al. (1978: 486) , but I censused more species in th e oth er habitats. 

In grass dominated habitats , Seabloom et al. (1978: 486) censused no am­
phibians and six reptiles. I censused three amphibians and four reptiles in the 
grass dominated habitats of the Park . Therefore, rhe grasslands may be impor­
tant for more species, especially amphibians, than indicated by Seabloom et al. 
(1978: 486) . The species collected in the grasslands occurred in few numbers. 

Seabloom et al . (1978: 486) recorded no amphibians and only one reptile 
in the sageb rush dom inated habitats. The species richness was equal in the steppe 
and shrub-steppe habitats; however, the shrub-steppe habitats seemed to sup­
port greater numbers of some species. 
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Seabl oom er al. (1978: 486) fou nd no amphibians or reptiles in the hard­
wood draw habitat. I collected three reptiles from this habitat. All three species 
were snakes. Seabloom et al. (1978 : 486 ) reported one species of rep tile from 
the floodplain woodl ands. I foun d tWO amp h ibians and four repti les ut ilizing 
the floodplain deciduous woodlands . Like Seabloom et al. (19 78: 486), I found 
no amphi bians or rept iles in the juniper woodlands. 

SUMMARY 

This paper summarizes some preliminary information on the habitat affinities 
of the herpetofauna of the natural biotic communities of the Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park. The species richness of the herpetofauna wassimilar in the steppe, 
sh rub-steepe, and flood plain wood land habitats , but individuals were seemingly 
moreabundant in the shrub-steppe habitat. Four species were generally associated 
with aquatic habitats. three were found primarily in the steppe and shrub-steppe 
habitats , and six were wide ranging in a variety of habitats. N o herpetil es were 
observed in the juniper woodland habitat either year. The difference betwee n 
preferred habitats and only marginal hab itats, and the role of herpetiles in the 
ecosystem, will be un derstood only throug h long-term studies. 
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