
TABLE 1. Species, num ber of observat ions, and Illinois summer status of birds 
observed on the Green River Conservation Area , 1982. 

SPECIES 

Pied -billed grebe 
Least bittern 
G reat blue heron 
G reen -backed hero n 
Canada goose 
Wood du ck 
Mallard 
Blue-winged (cal 
No rthern harr ier 
Red-ra iled hawk 
Am erican kestrel 
Ring-necked ph easant 
Northern bobwhite 
Virginia rail 
Sora 
Com mon moorhen 
Am er ican COOt 

Killdeer 
Upl and sand piper 
American woodcock 
Rock dove 
Mou rn ing dove 
Yellow-billed cuckoo 
Gre at horned owl 
Shan -eared owl 
Com mon nigh thawk 
Chim ney swift 
Ruby- th roated hum m ingbird 
Red -heade d woodpecker 
Red -belli ed woodp ecker 
Dow ny woodpecker 
Northe rn flicker 
Ol ive-sided flvcarcher 
Easter n wood -pe wee 
W illow flycatcher 
Least flycatcher 
G reat-crested flycatcher 
Eastern kingbird 
Purp le m arti n 
Tree swallow 
Nort he rn rough-winged swallow 
Barn swallow 
Blue jay 
Ame rican crow 
Black-capp ed chickadee 

NUMBER OF ILLINO IS 
OBSERVATIONS SUMMER STAllJS 

( 1) 

3 Fairly comm on 
3 Uncom mo n 
I Locally com mon 
8 Locally com mon 
4 Occasional 

48 Comm on 
114 Pairly com mo n 

21 Fairly common 
1 Endange red 

11 Fairly com mo n 
I Comm on 

55 Common 
18 f airly comm on 

+� Fairly common 
4 Fairly common 
2 T hreatened 
7 Comm on 
) Comm on 
4 Enda ngered 
7 Uncommon 
7 Ab unda nt 

200 Abundant 
22 Com mo n 
3 Pairlv common 
1 End angered 

11 Common 
16 Common 

+� Fairly common 
16 Com mon 
2 Uncom mon 

36 Common 
43 Com mon 
+� Migrant 
31 Common 
)3 Comm on 

1 Uncom mon 
62 Common 
43 Com mo n 
4 Common 

36 Common 
2 Uncommo n 

.ll Abun dant 
146 Co mmon 
192 Common 
)3 Common 

126 



Tufted titmou se .l 
Ho use wren 132 
Sed ge wren 82 
Marsh wren 12 
Easte rn blu ebi rd 2 
Swai nson's thrush 1 
Wood th rush 4 1 
American robi n 44 
Gray catbi rd 1 6~ 

Brown th rasher 8 1 
Cedar waxwing 2~ 

Eu rope an starling 42 
White.e yed vireo ~ 

Bell's vireo + 
\'\t'ar b ling vireo 6 
Ph iladel ph ia vireo 2 
Red-eyed vireo 4 
Ycllow warbler 44 
Chestnu t-side d warbler 3 
Magnolia warb ler 1 
Black-th roated g reen warbl er I 
Bay-breaste d wa rbler 2 
Amer ican reds tart 2 
Ovenbird 9 
Common ycllo wthroat 267 
\Xr'i1son 's war bler 2 
Yellow-breasted chat 21 
No rthern cardi na l 8 1 
Rose-b reasted grosbeak 4 
Indigo bunt ing 136 
Dickcissel 22 
Rufous-sided tow hee 109 
Ch ipp ing sparrow 3 
Field sparrow 306 
Vesper sparrow 14 
Lark sparrow 9 
Savanna h sparrow I I 
G rasshopper spa rrow 3~ 

Song spa rrow 83 
Swamp sparrow 1% 
Bobol ink 3 
Red-wing ed blackb ird 13)) 
Eastern mead owlark 149 
Com mo n g rackle 13) 
Brown -headed cowbird 339 
No rthe rn o riole 31 
American go ldfi nch 126 
Ho use spa rrow 3 

( I) (Boh len 1978). + - O bse rved at the GRCA , but 

12 7 

Uncom mo n 
Common 
Un common 
Common 
Common 
Migrant 
Common 
Abundant 
Common 
Common 
Uncom mo n 
Abundanr 
O ccasion al 
Uncommon 
Com mo n 
Migrant 
Com mo n 
Fairly common 
Rare 
Migrant 
Mig-ram 
Migrant 
Locally common 
Uncom mo n 
Common 
Mig rant 
Uncom mon 
Common 
Common 
Abundant 
Fairly comm on 
Common 
Common 
Comm on 
Com mon 
Locally commo n 
Fairly com mo n 
Com mon 
Common 
Uncommo n 
Common 
Abund ant 
Com mo n 
Abund ant 
Common 
Co mmo n� 
Com mo n� 
Abundant� 

no t during a census. 



(Asio j!ammeus) . One state threatene d species, the commo n moorh en (Gallina/a 
chloroPIIS), was observed. In addi tion. accord ing to the status given by Bohlen 
(1978). 1 rare, 12 uncommo n. and 2 occasional summer residents were observed . 
Four species of waterfowl and fou r species of upland game b irds were observed ; 
the remaining 85 species were nongame bi rds . 

DISCUSSION 

State hunt ing areas , such as the Green River Co nservation Area . con tain 
habitats that are diver se in relation to the su rround ing agricu ltu ral region s. Us­
ing Graber and Graber's (1976) ecological assessment techn ique , a habitat evalua­
tion of the GRCA revealed tha t habitat composition was 7.4 times above average 
for no rthern Illinois. Thi s procedu re rates the ecological value of d ifferen t habi tat 
types by consideri ng the time needed to rep lace it and also its changing availabili ­
ty within the region . The habi tat s which were largely respon sible for the high 
rating were woodlands , wetlands, and prai rie areas. Row crops, hayfi elds. fallow 
field s, shru b areas and residential areas cont ribut ed litt le toward the rating. 
General observations of the surrounding area [end [Q su pport this high rating . 
Most of the surround ing land is under intensive agricu ltu ral ma nagement and 
avian habita t consists largel y of u rban areas, fen cerows, righ ts-of-way, small 
wood lots, and riparian woods . 

The results of the censuses suggest th at the GRC A provides suitable ha bita t 
for many bird species. My gener al o bservations ind icate that bird d iversity at 
the GRCA is considerably higher th an tha t of the su rround ing area . Except for 
com munities associated with the Rock River , ab out 19 km to the north . most 
birds in the area ate edge species associated with agricultura l field s and sma ll 
wooded areas. As land use intensifies, man )' stare-owned hunt ing areas in Illinois, 
managed prim arily for pur -and-rake hunting . may become more impo rta nt in 
th e managem ent and preservation of nonga me birds . 
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