


Tufted titmouse
House wren

Sedge wren

Marsh wren

Eastern bluebird
Swainson’s thrush
Wood thrush
American robin

Gray catbird

Brown thrasher

Cedar waxwing
European starling
White-eyed vireo
Bell’s vireo

Warbling virco
Philadelphia vireo
Red-eyed vireo
Yellow warbler
Chestnut-sided warbler
Magnolia warbler
Black-throated green warbler
Bay-breasted warbler
American redstart
Ovenbird

Common yellowthroat
Wilson's warbler
Yellow-breasted chat
Northern cardinal
Rose-breasted grosbeak
Indigo bunting
Dickeissel
Rufous-sided towhee
Chipping sparrow
Field sparrow

Vesper sparrow

Lark sparrow
Savannah sparrow
Grasshopper sparrow
Song sparrow

Swamp sparrow
Bobolink

Red-winged blackbird
Eastern meadowlark
Common grackle
Brown-headed cowbird
Northern oriole
American goldfinch
House sparrow
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Uncommon
Common
Uncommeon
Common
Common
Migrant
Common
Abundant
Common
Common
Uncommon
Abundant
QOccasional
Uncommon
Common
Migrant
Common
Fairly common
Rare

Migrant
Migrant
Migrant
Locally common
Uncommon
Common
Migrant
Uncommon
Common
Common
Abundant
Faitly common
Common
Common
Common
Caommon
Locally common
Fairly common
Common
Common
Uncommon
Common
Abundant
Common
Abundant
Common
Common
Common
Abundant

(1) (Bohlen 1978).

+ = Observed at the GRCA, but not during a census.
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(Asio flammens). One state threatened species, the common moothen (Gallinula
chloropus), was observed. In addition, according to the status given by Bohlen
(1978), 1 rare, 12 uncommon, and 2 occasional summer residents were observed.
Four species of waterfow] and four species of upland game birds were observed;
the remaining 85 species were nongame birds.

DISCUSSION

State hunting areas, such as the Green River Conservation Area, contain
habirats that are diverse in relation to the surrounding agricultural regions. Us-
ing Graber and Graber’s (1976) ecological assessment technique, a habitat evalua-
tion of the GRCA revealed that habitat composition was 7.4 times above average
for northern Illinois. This procedure rates the ecological value of different habitat
types by considering the time needed to replace it and also its changing availabili-
ty within the region. The habirats which were largely responsible for the high
rating were woodlands, wetlands, and prairie areas. Row crops, hayfields, fallow
tields, shrub areas and residential areas contributed little toward the rating.
General observations of the sutrounding area tend to support this high rating,
Most of the surrounding land is under intensive agricultural management and
avian habitat consists largely of urban areas, fencerows, rights-of-way, small
woodlots, and riparian woods.

The results of the censuses suggest that the GRCA provides suitable habitat
for many bird species. My general observations indicate chat bird diversity at
the GRCA is considerably higher than that of the surrounding area. Except for
communities associated with the Rock River, about 19 km to the north, most
birds in the area are edge species associated with agricultural fields and small
wooded arcas. As land use intensifics, many state-owned hunting areas in Illinois,
managed primarily for put-and-take hunting, may become more important in
the managemenrt and preservation of nongame birds.
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