








speculated that red -tailed hawks breed ing in the prairie-parkland ecotone of 
sout heastern Saskatchewan selected the highest nest sites to reduce interspecific 
competi tion with ferrugi nous hawks and Swainson's hawks for nesting sites. 

Red-t ailed hawks shared some nest site requirements with great ho rned owls 
in our stu dy area, but the se requirem ents were not pronounced . In cont rast , 
red -tailed hawks and great horned owls in the G reat Basin desert were very closely 
associated in the ir nest site requi rements (Smith and Murphy 1982). 

In sout hern Michigan , nestin g great horned owls regularly destroyed nearby 
cap tor nests (Craighe ad and Craighead 1956). We found no evidence that great 
horned owls had a detrimenta l effect on buteo hawk nests except possibly where 
nests were with in about 0.1 km of each oth er. However , in Alberta, increased 
losses of nestlin g red-tailed hawks occurred as numbers of nesting great horned 
owls increased (Lu n ich cr a1. 1971). Most hawks on our stud y area ma y have 
avoided selecting nests close ( < 0.2 km) to nesting great horned owls. Scarcity 
of prey in some years may also force owls (0 prey on nestli ngs in neighboring 
hawk nests. 

CONCLUSION 

The red-tailed hawk and great horned owl are importa nt avian predators in 
cent ral North Dakota. Th eir requirements for prey and nest sites overlap 
somewhat with those of other breedi ng raptors in the region . However, lit tle 
evidence of direct interactions was observed between species. We att ribu te th is 
successful coexistence to the abundance of prey and adequa te availabilit y and 
distribution of nesting sites. Changes in the carrying capacity of the habi tat caused 
by increased agricultural activit y might cause more obvious compe tit ive 
int eractions . 
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