
Note� 
THIRD RECORD OF A COMMON MOORH E:-I IN N ORTH DAKOTA - A com m on 
moorhen (Ga/linula chlorop us). was seen during two visits to a 20 hectare 
semi permanent wetland in western Wells County, North Dakota on 25 May and 
27 May 1982. Dur ing each observation , the moorhen swam slowly away through 
sparse , newly emerged white top (Scolochloa f estucacea) and com m on cat tail 
(Typha lati/olia). Colo r photograp hs were taken to record thi s sigh ting . The sec­
on d sigh ting was verified by Dennis O nhmcye r. 

The normal range of the common moorhen is southeast of North Dakota. 
Faanes and Stewart (1982, Prairie N at. 14(3):81- 92) list the com m on moor hen 
as "hypothetical" in the state. Only t w o previous sightings of this species have 
been made in North Da kota, incl uding one in Ramse y County (ludd 1917, List 
of North Dakota b irds, published by th e autho r) and one in Burleigh Cou nty 
(Moses 1946 . N .D . Outdoors 9(2):14 . This repo rt rep resents the th ird sigh ting 
of a common m oorhen in No rth D akota (Am erican Birds 36( 5):866). R. E. 
Stewart (pcrs, comm. ) suggested th is species should be reclassified as "acciden­
tal" in the state as outlined in standardized guidelines (Faanes and Stewart, op . 
cit .) . 

Although the common moorhen was present during the breeding season, 
no evidence of a second moorhen or nesting activity was observed . Common 
moorhens nest infrequent ly as close as west-central and southcentral Minnesota 
(loh nsgard 1979. Birds of the G reat Plains, University of Nebraska Press, Lin­
coln ). - Paul M. Konrad. 418-18 Street, Bismarck, ND 58501. 
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