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Book Review 
MANITOBA'S BIG CAT 

Manitoba 's Big Cat: The story of the COt/gar in Manitoba, Rob ert E, Wri gley 
and Robert WI , Ne ro, 1982 , Maniroba Museum of Man and Narur e, Wi nnipeg , 
Canada, 68 pages, $6,50 (paper), 

Pu blic observations are (he major sou rce of circumstant ial evidence used in 
th is book on cougar occurrenc es in Manitoba. Based on 436 reponed sigh tings 
and 1 actual specimen over the past century, th e text establishes the cougar as 
one of Manitoba's rarest mammals. 

The authors, in a popu lar Style of writing , use ind ivid ual accoun ts cou p led 
with convincing biological argument s co prove the existen ce of couga r in th e 
Province . The first th ree cha p ters cover histo rical eviden ce and provide details 
of the single specimen , taken in 1973 near the Provincial capital Winnipeg. Other 
cha pt ers cover breed ing act ivities, b lack (melanistic) cougars, vocalizations an d 
other behaviour , food habits, preferred ha bi ta ts, and specu lations ab out the 
animal's fu tu re . 

Th at cougars have existed in Manitoba is established, but there is on ly weak 
scient ific evidence for a constant or increasing population of the big cats. 

Th e book conta ins excellent ph otographs of Idaho cougars by Maurice C. 
Hornocker and is beautifu lly illus trated by Saskatchewan arti st Dwayne Harty. 

C. C. Dixo n 
Manitoba Departmen 
Winnipeg, Man itoba 
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