
METHODS 

Th e Ch ip pewa Preserve is a 343-ha acea nat ive pra irie communi ty located 
northwest ofLa ke Lac q ui Parle (Sec. 1, 12, and 13 Tl1 9N R43W ). The vegeta­
tion of the area consists of a com binat ion of nat ive and imported species of grasses 
and forbs. Th e dominant native grasses include big bluestem (A ndropogon gerar­
dr) , Ind ian ricegrass (SorghaJlrum nu tans}, and sidcoats grama (Boureioxa cur ­
Irp endu/a). Snap-trapp ing was conducted from 11 to 18July and 15 to 22 August 
1982. A to tal of 2,470 trap nights were spent. Most trap nights (1, 590) were 
in areas of the Preserve where native grasses arc ma int ained by pre scribed burn­
ing ; th e latest burn was in th e spring of 1982 . Th e rest were in areas th at had 
not been bu rned for at least two years (unpublished dat a, The Na tu re Conser­
vancy. Minneapolis, Minn .) and con tained a greater de nsity of im ported grasses 
(Bromus sp. and Poa sp.) . Standard rolled oats was used as bait. 

Specimens caught were deposited in the Prairie W oods Natural History 
Museum at Southwest State Univ ersity, Marshall. Vouche r specimens were sen t 
to the Bell Museum of Natural Histor y at the University of Minn esota, 
Min neapolis. 

RESULTS AN D D ISCUSSION 

Trapping result ed in the cap tur e of three ma le harvest mice and eigh t 
grasshop per mice (four males and fou r females). No spec ime ns of pocket mice 
nor prairie voles were caught. Two of the ha rvest mice were caug h t in burned 
areas of the Preserve and one in an un burned area. All the grasshopper mice 
were caught in burn ed areas. Both species are no t common even in the most 
favorable p ans of th eir range. Thus the num ber of them caug ht on the Preserve 
indica tes that they are likely at reason able densities ther e. 

In order to determine if any othe r recent record s of th ese two spec ies existed 
for d ifferent sites , I contacted various ind ivid uals who have been active in trap ­
ping small mammals in this region . Raben Cha nce from Blue Mound State Park 
(607 ha , Rock Count y, TI03N R45W ) repon ed live trapp ing two grassho ppe r 
mice and 16 harvest mice in the park in Septem ber 1982. He caught both species 
in prairie communities maint ained by bu rning as well as in unburned areas where 
imported grasses were more p revalent . All specime ns were released . Ann Hum­
phrey, a summer int ern with The Na tu re Conservancy, caug ht one grasshopper 
mouse on the Compass Prairie (5.6 ha, Nobles County , Sec. 3 T IOIN R4 1W) 
in summer 1983. It was trapped in an area that had bee n bu rned bu t supported 
mainly impon ed grasses and forbs O. Weigel, TNC , pers. commun. ). Th e 
specimen was deposited in th e Bell Museum . During that summer, Ms. Hum­
phrey also trapped at the Hole in th e Mountain Prairie (Lincoln COUnty, Sec. 
19 and 20 TI 09N R45W), Glynn Prairie (Lyon Co unty , Sec. 7 Tl 09N R40W), 
Blue Gent ian Prairie (jackson Counry, Sec. 13 Tl03N R36W) , and W ahpeton 
Prairie (Redwood Count y, Sec. 29 TI ION R38W ) bu t did not catch any of the 
fou r species of concern. A chec k of the most recent records of the Bell Museum 
tu rned up a single mal e grassho pp er mouse (MMNH 14624) caug h t in 1982 at 
Kilen Woods State Park (8Th a,J ackson County , Sec. 17 TI03N R35W). Ir was 
caug ht in an area whe re p rairie grasses arc maintained by burning (L. Jaeger, 
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Kilen Woods St. Pk , pers. commun. ). In August 1977 , 12 grasshop per mice 
(eight males and four females) were caugh t by R. E. Howard on th e Depart­
ment ofNarural Resources Research Un it near Madeli a (Wa tonwan County, Sec. 
19 Tl06N R30W ) (M. Frydcnd all, Mankato St . U. , pets. commun .). One was 
caught in a brome field, six in a corn field, and five in an alfalfa field (A. Berner, 
Minn. DNR-Madel ia, pers. commun .). One specime n, a male , was depo sited 
in the museum at Mankato State University (MSU 599). 

The presence of grasshopper mice and harvest mice at thes e othe r sites in­
dica ted that they sti ll occur widely in the region . Most anim als were caugh t in 
pra irie communi ties that were protected from agricultural activity but varied 
widely in size and habitat characteristics. Thus th ese two spec ies may persist in 
other similar pra irie areas in the region . Although littl e trapping has been con­
du cted in areas no t protected from agricultural activities, the specimens caught 
near Madel ia indicate that at least grasshopper mice can survive under a wide 
variety of land use practices . Furt he r trapping in all habitat types is need ed to 

determine how well these two species have been able to adapt to th e exten sive 
habitat changes that are occurri ng in thi s region of Minne sota . 

No specime ns of prairie voles or pocket mice were caught during my stu dy 
nor during the trapping efforts of others in southwest Minnesota . A prairie vole 
(Bell Museum MMNH 14625) was caught in 1982 in sou theast Minnesota 
(Houston County, Sec. I Ti03N R5W) and a pocket mouse (MMNH 14284) 
was caugh t in 1980 in northwest Minnesota (Clay County, Sec. 23 Ti39N R46W) . 
Th us th ese two species still occur in the state. Howe ver, the habi tat and 
topography of southwest Minnesota differ markedly from these two regions. One 
cann ot assume that th ese two species also still occur in this area. Add itional trap ­
ping efforts are needed to determ ine the ir sratus and , if found, to ident ify habitat 
types they ma y requ ire for continued survival in th is region. 
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