


Kilen Woods St. Pk, pers. commun.). In August 1977, 12 grasshopper mice
(eight males and four females) were caught by R. E. Howard on the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Research Unit near Madelia (Watonwan County, Sec.
19 T106N R30W) (M. Frydendall, Mankaro St. U., pers. commun.). One was
caught in a brome field, six in a corn field, and five in an alfalfa field (A. Berner,
Minn. DNR-Madelia, pers. commun.). One specimen, a male, was deposited
in the museum at Mankare State University (MSU 599).

The presence of grasshopper mice and harvest mice at these other sites in-
dicated that they still occur widely in the region. Most animals were caught in
prairie communities that were protected from agricultural accivity but varied
widely in size and habitat characteristics. Thus these two species may persist in
other similar prairie areas in the region. Although little trapping has been con-
ducted in areas not protected from agricultural activities, the specimens caughr
near Madelia indicate that ar least grasshopper mice can survive under a wide
variety of land use practices. Further wrapping in all habitat types is needed to
determine how well these two species have been able to adapt to the extensive
habitat changes that are occurring in this region of Minnesota.

No specimens of prairie voles or pocket mice were caught during my study
nor during the trapping efforts of others in southwest Minnesota. A prairie vole
{Bell Museurn MMNH 14625) was caught in 1982 in southeast Minnesota
{(Houston County, Sec. 1 T103N R3W) and a pocket mouse (MMNH 14284)
was caught in 1980 in northwest Minnesota (Clay County, Sec. 23 T139N R46W).
Thus these two species still occur in the state. However, the habitat and
topography of southwest Minnesota differ matkedly from these two regions. One
cannot assume that these two species also stll occur in this area. Additional trap-
ping efforts are needed to determine their status and, if found, to identify habitat
types they may require for continued survival in this region.
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