


shot were missed in the analysis; none was missed. Ingested lead shot was
distinguished from “shot-in” lead pellets as desctibed by Bellrose (1959).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In the analysis of 125 sandhill crane gizzards, we observed one ingested lead
pellet, or an incidence of only 0.8%. The sole ingested lead pellet observed
was obtained from a crane collected near Bull Lake in the Texas panhandle. Thus,
ingestion of lead shot by sandhill cranes appears to be an insignificant problem.

The very low incidence of ingested lead shot in sandhill cranes can be at-
tributed to two facrors. First, even though this species is hunted over a wide
geographical area, it generally has received relatively low hunting pressure (Lewis
1977). Second, sandhill cranes generally feed over a widely dispersed atea, cover-
ing numerous separate grain fields. As a result, their feeding activity is not con-
centrated in a few areas whete they would be more exposed to spent lead shot,
as is the case for waterfowl. In addition, these ficlds are plowed annually, which
significantly reduces the availability of lead shot (Fredrickson et al. 1977).
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