


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Of 925 birds collected, nine contained ingested lead shot. Thus, we observed
a total ingested lead shot incidence of 0.97 %, which is much less than the 9%
reported for all waterfowl species along the Texas coast (TP&WD 1983).

Therefore, the problem of ingested lead shot contamination seems to be less
significant in this region of Texas than in other areas of the Central Flyway ot
in other flyways. The incidence of ingested lead shot for the combined species
was very low (less than 1%), which suggests that the incidence for either species
was lower than normally found (Bellrose 1959). The low incidence of ingested
lead shot in out study may be atcributed to the high rates of siltation chatacteristic
of playa lakes in out study area, and possibly to the low hunting pressure within
the area.
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