
WHISTLING -DUCKS 

Whistling-ducks: Zoogeograp hy, Ecology , Anatomy . Eric G. Bolen and Michael 
K. Rylander. 1983. Texas Tech Universi ry Museum Special Publicarion No. 20, 
Lubbock. 67 pages. $12.00 (pape r). 

The aurhor s exp ressed a hop e tha r th is monog raph would be useful to both 
evolutionary and wildlife biologists . As a wild life biologist I feel that the 30% 
of the monograph ded icated to the ecology of whistling-ducks was not worth 
th e $12.00 price set by the Museum of Texas Tech Uni versity . The ecology of 
six species was covered in eight pages, leaving th is reviewer with an "is that a11 
there is?" feeling . Th e other two species of whistling -ducks are well covered in 
.he com parative ecology section , which is excellent reading for waterfowl biologists 
not versed in th is unique waterfowl group. 

Th e zoogeog raphy section presents some good information on the distribu­
tion of the Dendrocygna species; however, th e authors assume th e reade r is well 
versed in geologic time per iods. A geologic time chan with the distribution of 
the fossil me mbers displayed woul d have been an excellent figure. My once­
th rough review of their narrat ive presentation style did not leave me with a clear 
p ictu re of the authors' view of the historical distri bu tion of this gro up. An ex­
am ple of th is confusing present ation may be seen on pages 8 and 9, which con­
cern present distribution . The figures use scient ific nam es only, and the nar­
rative uses common nam es, without a clear conn ection having been made earlier 
in th e text. A reade r must com pose his own list of com mon to scientific name s 
while reading th is section (0 have a dear pictu re of th e material p resented . 

The 30% dedicated (0 anatomy was well presented and had some excellent 
drawings. Str uctu ral d ifferences bet ween th e whistling-ducks that feed on land 
and those more aqu atically oriented were pointed out and supported the aut hors' 
view on ha bi tat separatio n . I would like to have seen the Bergm ann's Rule sec­
tion and more ph ysiological information included in thi s comparative anatomy 
section . 

A few typographical errors appear in this book that shoul d have been caught 
in proofreading. O n page 21 th e 60 miles across the Gul f of Mexico should be 
600 miles, on page 23 pari-bond should be pair-bond . and on page 28 "cultivated 
race field s" shou ld be cult ivated rice fields . 

My overall impression is that this monogra ph should be in the library of 
all waterfowl biologists and should be recommend ed read ing for all researchers 
looking for a "b ird -ecology" research idea . I still have problems with the cost. 

Brian W . Cain 
U. S. Fish and W ild life Service 
Houston , Texas 
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