
In addition to the four raccoons with functioning transmitt ers that died during 
the rad io-tracking period, 10 others died of causes unrelated to study methods. 
These could not be inclu ded in survival rate estimates because th ey eithe r died 
during the fall and winter when radio -tracking was irregular or th eir radio ­
transm itt ers qui t func tio ning before they died and mortality was detected by 
other means. Of the 14 known mortalities , seven occurred during March-August 
and seven d uring Sept ember-February. Of th e latt er, four were repon ed to us 
by local residents an d three were detected by locating the dead anima l by rad io­
teleme try. Of the remain ing 31 ind ividuals whose fates were not determined , 
fou r yearlings dispersed from the stu dy area and nine ocher yearlings were 
suspected of having d ispersed because of th e natu re of th eir moveme nts while 
on th e stu dy area (Frirzell 1978a:266). 

The principal causes of mo rtality were related to human activities (Table 1). 
Vehicle collisions caused the deaths of five raccoons, all yearlings, and difference 
in beh avior of adults and yearlings suggests an explanation . Roads are frequent ­
ly used by raccoons for travel roures (Fritzell I978b). During intensive mo nitor­
ing of ind ividual raccoons (Greenwood 1982) it was evident that adul ts seldom 
rema ined on roads when vehi cles approached , but yearlings often did not mo ve 
far out of the traffi c area (R. ] . Greenwood, unpub l. da ta). On ly two of th e 
14 raccoons were taken as game animals. One of th ose was trapped and the othe r 
was shot . The other two raccoons that were shot were killed by persons who en­
countered the m incident ally during farm work and not while pursuing them 
for recreation or pelts. Examination of the remains of the four raccoons that 
d ied of unknown causes suggested th ey were not taken by sport hunters because 
their pelts were not removed . 

Table 1. Causes of mortality of radio-marked raccoons in North Dakota. 1973-75. 

Cause of mortality Age Number 

Hi t by vehicle Yearling 5 
Shor Yearling 1 

Adult 2 
Trapped Adu lt 1 
Killed by dogs Adu lr 1 
Unknown Yearling 1 

Adu lt 3 

The low nu mber of raccoons taken by hunters and trappers in thi s stu dy 
was unexpected and suggests tha t harvest pressure was not great on this popula­
lion. Alth ough during 1973-76 the average price paid for raccoon pel ts was $9.79 
and the average harvest was 11,702 pelts annually in North Dakota (S. H _Allen , 
pers. comm un .) , raccoons are not ha rvested as inte nsively in th e state as in more 
southerly areas. Furthermore, mu ch of the open season for raccoon s is during 
cold weather when raccoon activity is greatly reduced , thus redu cing harvest 
opport un ities. 
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