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A CELEBRAnON OF PRAIRIE 

Where the Sky Began: Land 0/ the Ta//grass Prairie. J oh n Madson . 1982 , 
Hou gh ton Mifflin Co . Boston , Massachu setts . 321 pa ges. $13.95 (clot h ). 

A warm invitation to join in celeb ration of tallgrass prairie has been issued 
by Jo hn Madson , by way of his fetch ing new book. 

The cele bration features the natural and human history of prairie , effused 
with an aura of wonder and respect. It is a histo rical sampler plus "gee whiz 
biology" at its best , spared the trite ejaculations. 

Out of the creative combination emerges a sense of place and an apprecia­
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tion for our tallgrass prai rie heritage . The reader is transported in time and space 
to boundless tallgrass pr airies of the past and to existing remnants, led to view 
the m from perspect ives of explorers, settlers, and con te mporaries. The 
geog raphical. remporal, and topi cal breadrh of the work casts a broad ptrspec· 
rive on th e Midwest , that is, th e midcominemal corn belt lone, also called the 
Cen tra l Lowland Provin ce. 

In comparison wirh one of its few close analogs, The Prairie World of David 
Costel lo, Madson 's work has less detail and a more depictivc literary STyle. Th e 
two boo ks are furt he r di stinguished by their cent ers of geog raphic reference , 
Costello's lying in the mi xed grass prairie of th e cem ral Great Plains, while Mad­
son 's is the tallgrass prairie of Iowa and Illinois. The re is, neverthe less, both top ical 
and geographical overlap between these works. 

Images conjured up in Madson's narrative are compleme med and highlighted 
by scattered black-and -white illustrations . An ind ex, bibliography, and list of 
p rairie preserves enhance the ut ility of the publicat ion , ahhough the latter two 
are not com plete . 

Th e list of p reserves, in particu lar, is a uniq ue and welcome feature. It is 
organized b)' the 12 states, and includes site name . acreage . county . and ap ­
proximate locat ion. However , there are inconsistenc ies and gaps in describing 
special featur es, ownersh ip, and sources of informat ion , as well as gaps and a 
few inappropriare inclusions in the list itself. 

TIl(: greatest merit of Madson's publication lies in the text , which might be 
used di rectly in natural h istory cou rses or as optional reading material for field 
biology courses. But the la r~es t potent ial user grou ps will he re-ad ing it ou t of 
curiosity. rather than as parr of a form al educati on al cu rricu lum . 

Thi s book certainly belongs in the libraries of high schools, colleges, un iver­
sities, ann natur e centers. It is also recommended for consideration in community 
libraries, depending on [heir proximity co th e tallgrass prairie. Finally, it deserves 
considcrarion as an add ition to persona l libraries, as an int roductory-level prairie 
pr imer and as an excep tional opport un ity for p rairie revelry. 

Bonnie L. Heidel 
North Dakota Natural Heritage Inven tory 
1424 W . Cent u ry ,~ v e . 

Bismarck , North Dakora 58501 
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