


a profound effect on the density and population cycles of the rodents inhabiting
the tallgrass prairie. The problem with reconstructing the effects of fire with
mowing (or man-made fires for that matter) s that the frequency, season, and
area of natural fires are not known.

A more modest goal would be to manage the praitie so that the vegetation
builds up to acceptable levels for high densities of Microtus. Our data indicate
that mowing every year or two will not allow voles to reach maximal densities.
A cycle of mowing evety three to five years may be a reasonable compromise
between maintaining che voles and preventing the invasion of woody plants or
the senescense of the prairie.
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