


Table 1. Comparison of riverine whooping crane roost characteristics between
this sighting and ten previously documented sightings (Johnson and
Temple 1980).

Characteristic Johnson and Temple (1980) This site
[. Channel width 155 to 365 + m 350 m
2. Flow Slow, 1-4 mph Not measured,
relatively slow
3. Water depth 5 - 30 cm 10 - 13 cm
4. Vegetation Unvegetated Unvegetated
5. Substrate Fine, usually sand Fine sand
6. Horizontal visibility Unobstructed view from Unobstructed
bank to bank and at least  view from bank
200 m upstream and down- to bank (350
stream (a small portion of  m), upstream
viewing area may be and dewn-
obstructed). stream view
generally 300-
350 m.
7. Overhead visibility Open Open
8. Proximity to feeding site 4.8 km for Platte River 1-2.8km
Valley sites
9. Isolation Usually 0.4 km from 0.2 -0.8 km
human developments with wooded
visual bartier
10. Sandbar characreristics Sandbars near roost with Closest sandbar

1-2° slope, less than 30 cm  was 26 m with

topographic relief, and no  1-2° slope, less

banks over a few cm. than 5 em top-
ographic relief,
and no high
banks.

the vehicles’ outline was broken by adjacent trees. The birds did not appear to
be alarmed.

Between Overton and Grand Island, the Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission (1983) has recommended a flow of 1700 cfs in the Platte River during
the migration period to maintain whooping crane roosting habitat. Although
the observed flows at the time of this sighting were below 1700 cfs, higher flows
are necessary to provide for adequate whooping crane roosting habitat along much
of the river channel in the Overton to Grand Island reach. The roost site described
herein was located in a stretch of the river where all of the water flows essential-
ly in a single channel. For this reason, adequate habitat was provided there at
the 1260 cfs flow while in many other stretches of the river, where thete are
several major channels, the 1260 cfs flow is not adequate to provide whooping
crane roosting habitat (see Curtier and Eisel in prep).

These observations represent the ninth confirmed sighting in the Placte River

43



Valley and the largest group of whooping cranes confirmed there at least since
1942 (The Whooping Crane Recovery Team 1983). Their use of a site which
had been mechanically cleared of woody vegetation reinforces the Platte River
Trust's contention that roost sites can be restored for whooping cranes. We feel
we can effectively manage and maincain habitat for this species; however, we
have no assurance that adequate water will be left flowing in the Platte River
if proposed water diversion projects are constructed.
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