


pulled from the mucosa. The gallbladder was slightly enlarged and liver stained
from bile retention. No significant bacteria, viruses, or parasites were found upon
laboratory assays.

Lead concentrations in tissues were liver 26.3 ppm, spleen 10.6 ppm, kidney
13.2 ppm, brain 12.3 ppm, and bone 37.2 ppm. No acid fast intranuclear in-
clusion bodies similar to those often found in lead poisoned mallards were found
upon microscopic examination of the liver and kidney (Locke et al. 1966).

DISCUSSION

Lead concentrations in the livers of sandhill cranes we diagnosed as dying
from lead poisoning are compatible with that reported by Kennedy et al. (1977)
from a crane that died following ingestion of lead-based paint. Similarily, the
level of lead concentrations from these sandhill cranes has been reported for other
avian species dying of lead toxicity (Bagley et al. 1967, Clausen and Wolstrup
1979, Cook and Trainer 1966, Del Bono and Bracha 1973). Common loons
(Gavia tmmer) that had accidentally ingested fishing sinkers had liver lead con-
centrations similar to those we detected in the cranes (Locke et al. 1982). The
sandhill crane found in the wild and subsequently euthanized (Case Two) in-
dicates that some individuals may develop high levels of lead in the tissues before
finally dying. This crane was obviously impaired as was evidenced by its severely
emaciated state.

Diagnoses of lead poisoning in two captive ctanes on display in a park em-
phasizes the importance of informing the public of the potential hazard of throw-
ing shiny objects containing lead into pens where such birds are retained.
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